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From the CEO-Principal

 Dear Students and Friends of JCS,

Welcome to the first edition of our College Newsletter, Studiorum. We hope that 
it serves you well in keeping you informed about all aspects of College life and 
engaged with all members of the JCS College community.

The name of our newsletter is Jesuit inspired. We take our title from the Ratio 
Studiorum, ‘Plan of Studies’, which was published in 1599 as a practical guide 
to best practice for teachers and educators in the mission of Jesuit education. 
Its vision and spirit was that of Jesuit founder, St Ignatius of Loyola who contin-
ues to inspire us with the gift of Ignatian Spirituality.

 Welcome!

A special welcome to all students new to the College. We hope you will find 
your studies both inspirational and enriching. And a warm welcome back to our many students returning to 
continue their studies. JCS upholds the Jesuit ideal of using knowledge in the service of society. As a Col-
lege of Ignatian Spirituality, our students engage in academic rigorous study and reflective practice. Our 
graduates draw upon what they have learned in their studies and apply those skills in a variety of ministries 
meeting the intellectual, social, cultural and spiritual challenges of our day. 

We also welcome new faculty Rev. Professor Gerard O’Collins SJ, Emeritus Professor Brendan Byrne SJ, 
Rev. Dr. John Martis SJ, Rev. Dr. Ai Pham, Dr. Camilla Russell, Rev. Dr. Cecilia Frances and our new Aca-
demic Dean, Dr. Micheál Loughnane. In the front office, we welcome Mr. Kade Shean as the new Student 
Engagement Officer.

 Lenten Public Lectures

This year during the Lenten season, JCS is offering a series of spirituality lectures on a variety of topics. It 
is hoped that these lectures will provide food for reflection during this time of reconciliation and renewal. All 
are welcome. Recommended donation: Gold coin.

 In Your Prayers

We congratulate our students graduating this year and commend them on their efforts. We pray for them 
as they leave us to return to the ministries in Australia and abroad. During the break we were saddened to 
learn of the death of the father of faculty member, Iain Radvan SJ. Please keep Iain and his family in your 
prayers. 

 May this year bring you and your families grace and blessings.

     Deborah Kent

     CEO & Head of College

Deborah Kent, CEO & 
Head of College
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Key Dates

Semester 1
 26 February – 1 June

Semester 1 Census Date
 Tuesday 20 March

Non-teaching period (Easter)
 26 March – 6 April

Graduation (Melbourne)
 Friday 16 March

Research Day (Staff and HDR 
Students)
 Wednesday 6 June

Results published
 Friday 13 July

On the Spot!  Gerald O’Collins
Congratulations to Gerald on the launch of his book Lost in Translation. We caught 

up with him and asked him to answer a few questions. 

How would you describe yourself in three words?

 A Jesuit theologian. 

Which is your favourite book (of the ones you’ve written?)

My favourite book among those I have published is A Concise Dictionary of 
Theology (Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press). Years of work with Edward Farrugia went 
into its making and revision. It is now into its third edition, and has been trans-
lated into various languages, including (most recently) Russian. 

Who is your favourite person (living or dead)?

After Jesus Christ, my favourite person is my eldest sister, Moira Peters, a person always for others, 
who died last October.

Dr Micheál Loughnane,
Academic Dean & 

Research Coordinator

From the Academic Dean

The Ignatian Vision: To Call Your-
self Beloved
 “And did you get what you wanted from 
this life, even so?” This is the first of two 
questions posed in Raymond Carver’s 
pithy poem, Late Fragment. The second 
question is equally simple and disarming: 
“And what did you want?” 

 Every student who signs up for a course 
at Jesuit College of Spirituality is doing 
so because they are searching for some-
thing. Some can name exactly what it is 
that they yearn for, others will only dis-
cover what they are looking for after they 
have taken the plunge. But it would be true to say that everyone 
who enrolls (as well as all those who teach), are committed to of-
fering their best effort to interpret and discern where God is to be 
found in this complex and conflicted culture. 

         We ‘live and move and have our being’ against the backdrop of 
growing individualism, nationalism and authoritarianism; we have 

to contend with a crumbling biosphere that is progressively being rendered inhospitable to human flourishing; 
an economic structure that is looking increasingly like a gigantic house of cards; and, a technocratisation of 
human consciousness and relationships. We seem to be a global community riven by bitter conflicts, ubiqui-
tous injustice and ever intensifying tensions.  
 Against this gloomy backdrop, what can we offer at JCS? Well, we certainly can’t offer easy solutions, we 
have no ready-made panacea to cure the ills of the world. But what we do have to offer is an intelligent way 
of interpreting and experiencing our place, and our ‘calling’, within this complex and challenging context. Our 
vision and mission is one of hope and consolation. We offer not only the empowering and transformative 
spirituality promoted by the Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius, we also seek to interpret and understand 
how the exercises can be applied to every sphere of life and every individual and social context.

 Continued on page 3...
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The Ignatian Vision: To Call Yourself Be-
loved (continued)
 So, the journey at JCS is a journey of self-dis-
covery, where we engage in research into Ignatian 
spirituality and are formed to become an empow-
ered and empowering leader. Ignatius understood 
that God relates to each individual in a unique and 
personal way; as a Jesuit College, we aim to have 
every student navigate their own unique formative 
journey. 

 This is a formation that is contemplative and in-
trospective, but it is always with a view to service; 
always oriented towards an active and heartfelt 
concern for the needs of the world. Any spiritual-
ity which simply looks inward inevitably becomes 
narcissistic and self-regarding, and consequent-
ly, of little real use to anyone. Ignatius had a very 
simple insight: once you experience the love of 
God, you become transformed; the instinct of the 
one who is ‘in love’ with Christ is to feel with all 
those in the world who are suffering in any way; 
such a disposition is the natural outgrowth of love.

 Love is the transformative power; everything 
changes when we are touched by God’s love. We 
are graced with a power that cannot be altered 
by circumstances – no matter how bleak. For the 
person who knows they are beloved by God, un-
derstands deep in his or her being, that love has 
already conquered all that is negative, all that is 
dark and destructive – within and without. 

 This experience cannot be guaranteed to every-
one who comes in contact with Ignatian spirituality 
– much will depend on the individual’s disposition 
and attitude – but the Exercises do have the power 
to transform the human heart, and lead the individ-
ual into an intimate and liberating journey with God. 

 So, my personal dream, for myself and for 
all those who come in contact with JCS, would be 
to be able to contemplate this Late Fragment by 
Raymond Carver – and nod our heads in assent:

“And did you get what
you wanted from this life, even so?
I did. 
And what did you want?
To call myself beloved, to feel myself
Beloved on the earth.”

From the Registrar
Report – February 
2018 Edition
 
 2018 is aready proving to 
be an exciting and busy 
year!  It’s great to be able 
to report enrolments are 
trending well for 2018. 
Numbers are showing a 
significant increase from 
the previous few years. 
We have record enrol-
ments in our Arrupe® 
Program and we are offer-
ing a new award in 2018, the Graduate Diploma in 
Supervision which is bringing back many students 
to continue their supervision studies.  We are also 
offering our first wholly online award, the Graduate 
Certificate in Leadership.

 We are delighted to have 16 students graduating on 
March 16th in the following awards:
 
Graduate Certificate in Leadership           [1]
Graduate Diploma in Spiritual Direction    [1]
Graduate Diploma in Spirituality              [1]
Graduate Diploma in Theology                [1]
Master of Arts (Spirituality)                      [1]
Master of Spiritual Direction                    [11]

Katica Buccheri,
Registrar & EA to CEO
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From the Arrupe Co-ordinator

Arrupe® Program 2018

The Arrupe® Program is 
the Australian Jesuit Prov-
ince’s approved national 
program for the formation 
of Givers of the Ignatian 
Spiritual Exercises and 
Spiritual Directors in the 
Ignatian tradition. It is stud-
ied within the Master of 
Spiritual Direction through 
the University of Divinity.

We begin 2018 with a deep sense of thanks for each 
of the 16 students who are commencing their three 
years of spiritual direction formation. For the first time 
classes will be held weekly over both Semesters and 
another ‘first’ for the Program is the provision for stu-
dents to access the classes on-line. We welcome 
students from Hong Kong, Singapore, W.A. and QLD 
who will use this mode of learning this year.

Professor Gerald O’Collins SJ, Professor Brendan 
Byrne SJ, and Rev. Dr. John Martis will be the key 
lecturers in Spiritual Exercises Theory.

We warmly welcome back our 13 second year stu-
dents who will meet together for their first intensive in 
March. This is their practical year when each student 
will gain experience in individual spiritual direction and 
retreat work under the guidance of a supervisor.

The co-lecturers for the second year students are: 
Fr. Iain Radvan SJ; Professor Maryanne Confoy; Dr. 
Carlos Raimundo and R.B. Hizon.

Several of our third year students will begin giving the 
Spiritual Exercises under supervision early this year. 
This task is the final requirement of the Arrupe® Fro-
mation Program.

It was with a sense of sadness and joy farwelling 
those students who have completed their time of study 
in Melbourne and have returned to their homes over-
seas We wish each one well in their future ministries 
and service.

Arrupe® is a registered trademark of the Australian 
Province of the Society of Jesus.

From the Student Engagement 
Officer

A Word About ARK

 It’s that time where the 
Academic year is about 
to start and the college 
is buzzing with energy. 
Staff and students are 
busy preparing for the 
upcoming semester. As 
one of the newest mem-
bers of the administra-
tive team most of my 
time has been focused 
on the ARK system. Like other Universities, the 
UD employs a Learning Management System to 
ensure that unit information is easily accessible 
for students and members of faculty. This sys-
tem, ARK, is one of the most important educa-
tional tools within the University and is one of the 
primary points of contact between faculty and 
students.

 In an effort to continually improve, the ARK sys-
tem is currently going through a significant up-
grade. This upgrade will ensure that the system 
is more user-friendly and able to communicate 
information clearly. The aim is not only to make 
ARK more effective as an educational tool but 
also more efficient. This will be another important 
component in the College’s online infrastructure 
and is an integral foundation for online teach-
ing. Jesuit College of Spirituality is committed to        
effective learning and teaching online and in the 
classroom

Kade Shean,
Student Engagement 

Officer

Mandy Lane,
Arrupe® program 

Co-ordinator
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Where Are They Now?

Recent graduate Gemma Yecla chats with Studiorum about life after JCS.

What Gemma is Doing Now

I came back to the Philippines on Jan 27, 2018.  On Jan 30, I started my spir-
itual direction ministry at the East Asian Pastoral Institute (EAPI), a Jesuit-run 
institute that provides renewal and sabbatical programs to the priests, sisters 
and lay missionaries coming from the different parts of the globe.  Right now, 
I have six directees from EAPI who I see for spiritual direction every 2nd and 
4th week of the month.

Last February 9, I was also invited to be part of the spiritual direction team at 
the Asian Theological Seminary (ATS), a Protestant theological school that 
caters to the students from the Philippines and Asia.  I start my spiritual direction ministry with them on Feb 
20.  At the moment, I have seven directees from ATS who I will meet every 1st and 3rd week of the month. 
Furthermore, I will be giving an overnight Lenten recollection to the Servant Leaders for Jesus Christ (SLJC), 
a group of women-leaders engaged in various fields of ministries on March 24-25.

Most of my time is spent caring for my 80-year old mother who was hospitalized recently from Feb. 8-16 due 
to severe asthma attack and irregular heartbeat. In the Philippines, it is not a common practice to put parents 
in nursing homes and so they usually stay with their children.  It is a challenge for me to balance the call to be 
a full-time carer of my mother and to engage in a full-time ministry as a spiritual director.  This is what I bring 
to prayer these days; that I may be able to handle these roles creatively and in accord with what God desires 
for me at this juncture of my journey.

Gemma’s Best Memory

I had the privilege of experiencing JCS when it was still Sentir Graduate School and JCS.  I enjoyed our in-
tensive courses while living in at Campion Retreat House having both the rigours of academic demands and 
also the silent and prayerful atmosphere of the retreat house.  It helped me to internalize the input/lecture 
of the professors in a relaxed milieu as I walked the labyrinth and went to the Yarra Bend Park after class to 
enjoy the trees, sound of the birds, the river while I reflected on the lesson/topic for the day.

When JCS transferred to Parkville, I liked staying at Dalton McCaughey Library where I enjoyed reading 
books and articles directly related to the essays that I was writing and also exploring other topics that inter-
ested me. Attending JCS, gave me the opportunity to “feed” the intellectual in me.  Even if it was a struggle to 
write my papers, I still consider that my best memory of studying at the Jesuit College of Spirituality because 
it allowed me to delve into the depths of my faith, my emotions, my intelligence and integrate them together.  
In turn, it led me to appreciate my roots and gave me courage to explore further possibilities which I never 
thought possible prior to my studies.

2018 and Beyond

My plans and goals for 2018 include finishing the Arrupe® Program to qualify me to be a giver of the Spiritual 
Exercises.  This means, I will direct a retreatant through the 19th Annotation (35 weeks of Retreat in Daily 
Life) with the supervision either from the Philippines or Melbourne.  I am still in the process of working this out.  
After which, I will go full time both as a spiritual director and a giver of the Spiritual Exercises making myself 
available to various groups (professionals, students, grassroots) who are in need of a companion to enhance 
their relationship with and deepen their faith in God.  My desire is to really create structural changes in the 
Philippines that will promote a culture of love, care and concern for both human beings and creation through 
spiritual direction and the Spiritual Exercises.  I stay open and attentive to the Holy Spirit’s leading in terms of 

my ministry for this year and in the years to come.  

Gemma at the Asian 
Theological Seminary
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Studiorum is the community newsletter of the Jesuit College of Spirituality and, as such, we relish 
the opportunity to include contributions from our students, staff and faculty. If you would like to 
contribute to Studiorum please contact us at enquiries@jcs.edu.au


