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From the CEO-Principal

College Newsletter – Winter Edition 2018

 Dear Students and Friends of JCS,

 Education has been at the heart of the Jesuit       
spirituality since its founding. It has been conducted 
both formally and informally spanning all levels from 
primary education to university. The first Jesuit  
university began as the Roman College in 1551 and 
by 1556 started conferring academic degrees ac-
cording to pontifical norms. That College became the Gregorian University 
named in honour of Pope Gregory who in 1583 granted the College new 
and larger building becoming an honoured patron of this centre of learn-
ing. The community of JCS is both an heir and trustee of this fine tradition 
of educational  excellence - a service gifted to the Church and the world by 
St Ignatius of Loyola.

Deborah Kent, 
CEO - Principal

Volume 1, Issue 2

Key Dates

 Semester 1 Results 
 Published
        Friday 13 July

 Semester 2
        30 July – 2 Nov
 
 Semester 2 Census Date
        Tuesday 21 August

 Non-Teaching Period
        24 Sept – 5 Oct

 In the Jesuit tradition, the approach to wisdom had always been via 
the pathways of experience and knowledge with the aim of enabling                             
graduates to emerge from their studies ready to tackle the challenges of 
their age, to strive for excellence in their personal life and their field of     
specialty, so that they may contribute to building a better society.

 In Semester One, we have enjoyed journeying with our students seeking 
to deepen their union with God through their studies, through their prayerful 
reflection and by their engagement in dialogue between faith and culture. 

 Next semester we are delighted to welcome to our faculty two international 
guests: Rev. Professor José García De Castro Valdés SJ (Spain) and Dr. 
Camilla Russell (Rome).

 We wish all our students and faculty a restful and restorative break and 
look forward to welcoming them back at the commencement of Semester 2.

     Deborah Kent

     CEO & Principal

Studiorum is the community                                            
newsletter of the Jesuit  
College of Spirituality and 
as such, we relish the  
opportunity to include  
contributions from our 
students, staff and faculty. If 
you would like to contribute 
to Studiorum please contact 
us at: 

  enquiries@jcs.edu.au

SUPPORT JCS WITH 
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS!

mailto:enquiries%40jcs.edu.au?subject=
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/9371r89
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 Our Mission is to Embody Hope

 Wendell Berry begins A Poem On Hope with a stark 
confronting thought: “It is hard to have hope”. He 
then goes on to give expression to a profound hope 
for humanity, for though his subject matter  appears 
negative (our disconnection from the earth), the 
tone and message is profoundly hopeful. In my role 
here at JCS I am constantly surprised by hope. I 
am inspired to feel hope through my interactions 
with colleagues whose commitment and belief in 
what they do always inspires me to the more – the 
magis. But this semester I have drawn the great-
est sense of hope an inspiration from the students I 
have taught. Having witnessed their desire to bring 
healing and wholeness to our world, I have been 
filled with a profound sense of hope for our world.   

 One of the many aspects of Pope Francis that I find 
extraordinarily attractive is his infectious hopeful-
ness. “Don’t make room for bitter or dark thoughts” 
he advises, instead, “when you have fallen, get up. 
Never stay down”, and “if you are bored stiff, crush 
it with good works”. Whatever you do, don’t listen 
to those “who spread hatred and division”. Wendell 
Berry warns that 

 When the people make 
 dark the light within them, the world darkens.

 From the Academic Dean

Micheál Loughnane,
Academic Dean & 

Research Coordinator

On the Spot!  John Martis SJ
John is a Jesuit priest and philosopher, teaching philosophy at Pilgrim  

Theological College and at the Jesuit College of Spirituality. John is confident 
that philosophy at its best is open to faith, and vice versa.

Describe yourself in three words. 

Philosophical, hopeful, humorous

What statement would you put on a billboard? 

Friedrich Nietzsche’s “Nothing decisive is constructed except by building 
upon a despite everything.”

If you were on stuck on a desert Island, what would be the one book you’d want to take with 
you? Why? 

The Oxford Dictionary of Quotations. A feast of good quotations is a smorgasbord of insights from 
our past, that I would enjoy dipping into from time to time to feed the spirit.

 Very true. But a counter-
point is also true: when peo-
ple have the courage to let 
their light shine, the whole 
earth begins to glow. To put 
it in Pope Francis’ words: 
“Jesus has given us a light 
that shines in the darkness; 
defend it, protect it. This 
unique light is the greatest 
richness entrusted to your 
life.” 

So it may be “hard to have hope” but from Wendell 
Berry himself, hope shone like a supernova to guide 
the rest of us in the way of light. Again the words of 
Pope Francis seem particularly apt: “If bitterness 
strikes, firmly believe in all those people who still 
work for the good; the seed of a new world is in their 
humility.” Berry’s love for humanity, his simplicity,  
humility and commitment to the renewal of the earth, 
shines through in everything he writes.

 That we too, whether faculty members or students at 
JCS, will be people full of hope, people who, (to give 
the last words to Pope Francis), “live, love, believe, 
and with God’s grace, never despair.”
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Endnote
 Even though he doesn’t claim to be ‘an expert’ 
on Endnote, our Academic Dean does utilise the         
program in his own work. If you haven’t ever used 
this referencing tool, but would like to learn, we will 
be holding a workshop early in Semester Two in 
order to introduce the basics. There will also be 
some tips for getting the maximum benefit from its 
use when writing essays or research papers. If you 
are interested in attending this workshop (it would 
be held here at JCS Royal Parade), please send an 
expression of interest to Kade Shean: 
kade.shean@jcs.edu.au

 Higher Degree Research
 If anyone is considering engaging in further study 
(research) next year, you would be advised to visit 
this page: 
https://www.divinity.edu.au/study/research/prospec-
tive-hdr-students/
Be aware that in some instances there are grants 
available to HDR students. 
 
 Research Essay 16,000 words
 The Research Essay is a 16,000 word essay (new 
word count as of January 2019) available as a 
30-point unit for students in postgraduate awards or 
as a single unit enrolment. The essay may be taken 
in a single semester or across two semesters (please 
note that the semesters must be consecutive). This 
essay form is a significant experience for students 
considering enrolment in higher degree research. 
HDR degrees at the University require applicants to 
demonstrate they have completed an essay of this 
nature to a high standard. For many students, the 
Research Essay will be their first experience of an   
extended piece of research and writing. Students 
who wish to take a Research Essay should consult 
with the Academic Dean in the first instance.

 If you would like to discuss and of the above                 
opportunities and possibilities please make contact 
with the Academic Dean via mloughnane@jcs.edu.
au 

Note the following Significant dates:
• 13 July 2018: Applications for HREC (round 4)
• 31 August 2018: Applications for HREC (round 5)
• 7 September 2018: Research Grant Applications 
(round 3)
• 26 October 2018: Applications for HREC (round 6)
• 15 November 2018: HDR student annual reports
• 15 November 2018: Research Fee Scholarship 
(RFS)/Research Stipend Scholarship (RSS)   
applications
• 15 November 2018: Applications for (domestic) 
HDR admissions, first semester 2019

 Capstone 2019
 If you are planning to complete a Capstone essay in 
2019 now is the time to let the Academic Dean know. 
You need to start thinking about a preferred supervi-
sor as well as your topic. If you wish to discuss your 
thoughts, please don’t hesitate to be in touch. 

From the Registrar
Report – June 2018       
Edition

 Semester 1 has been busy 
with increased enrolments.  
The  final  task  for  the  
semester is to ensure all 
results are keyed in, ready 
for publishing in mid-July.  I 
know many of you are busy 
writing your essays! For 
those who have completed 
their assessments, I hope you are enjoying a well-
earned break from study. 

 A large part of my role involves numbers, so I thought 
I’d share some fun facts.

Don’t forget to enrol for Semester 2 or get in touch 
should you wish to make any changes to your current 
enrolment.

Katica Buccheri,
Registrar & EA to CEO

Administrative Matters

Age of oldest student:   75
Age of youngest student:   28
Median student age:    54
  

Total number of unit enrolments for   
Semester 1:     101
Award with the largest number of   
students: 
 Master of Spiritual Direction
Largest class for Semester 1:   
 Relational Psychodynamics
Number of students who have
completed Relational Psychodynamics
since 2011:     132
Number of students who have   
2nd largest class for Semester 1: 
 Spiritual Exercises Theory

mailto:kade.shean%40jcs.edu.au?subject=
https://www.divinity.edu.au/study/research/prospective-hdr-students/
https://www.divinity.edu.au/study/research/prospective-hdr-students/
mailto:mloughnane%40jcs.edu.au?subject=
mailto:mloughnane%40jcs.edu.au?subject=
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From the Arrupe® Administrator

Arrupe® Program 2018

As many of you may already know, I 
am the new Arrupe® Administrator. As 
part of this role and in keeping with the 
JCS spirit of growth and improvement, 
I am working to update the Student   
Arrupe®  Handbook. This handbook 
is a guide for students on any chang-
es that are in process and will be able 
to be used as a tool for students to 
assess their progress within the pro-
gram. This will also assist future students regarding the re-
quirements for each stage of the program. This handbook 
will be available in the coming weeks. 

On another note, when reflecting on what to write for this 
newsletter I noticed that we are at a very pivotal time in 
the year, whether we take notice or not. As we come to the 
cold, damp season of winter, we may also notice our lives               
mirroring this time. All the trees have shed their leaves and 
the cold starts to settle in, we spend most of our days and 
nights indoors at an attempt to keep warm. It is almost as 
though time around us starts to slow down but our work     
increases. If you would like to read an article about pray-
ing in the dry season, you can click here IgnatianSpiritual-
ity.com. With the task of familiarising myself with what this 
role (as Arrupe® Administrator) and the Arrupe®  program     
entails, I also find it fitting in this cold time to share the well 
know prayer of Fr. Pedro Arrupe Fall in Love: 

Nothing is more practical than
Finding God, than
Falling in Love
In a quite absolute, final way.
What you are in love with,
What seizes your imagination, will affect everything.
It will decide
 what will get you out of bed in the morning,
 what you do with your evenings,
 how you spend your weekends,
 what you read, whom you know,
 what breaks your heart,
 and what amazes you with joy and gratitude.
 Fall in Love, stay in love,
 and it will decide everything.

  Fr. Pedro Arrupe (1907-1991)

Melanie Raimundo,
Arrupe® Administrator

UPCOMING EVENTS

  Contact us:
  If you would like any more information regarding 
upcoming events or if you would like to register 
your interest, please email: enquiries@jcs.edu.

You can help support Jesuit College of Spirituality 
by purchasing the NEW 2018 | 2019 Entertainment 
Books and Memberships! Just click the link!

SUPPORT JCS WITH       
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS!

      

  24th July
 Public Lecture:     
 Science, Second  
 Persons and Gifts    
 of the Spirit 
 Dr Andrew Pinsent

  6pm-8pm 
  Jesuit College of 
  Spirituality

   1st October
  Seeing is Believing     
  (A Discussion of   
  Religious Art)
  Fr Andrew Bullen SJ

   6pm-8pm, 
   Jesuit College of     
   Spirituality

http://IgnatianSpirituality.com
http://IgnatianSpirituality.com
http://jcs.edu.au/events/public-lecture-dr-andrew-pinsent/
mailto:enquiries%40jcs.edu.au?subject=
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/9371r89
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/9371r89
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Life - A Constant Journey

Melanie Raimundo

 This is my story. I want to share with you my        
journey of personal growth. A journey from a low 
functioning (unhealthy) Enneagram type 4, working 
in the modelling industry. A journey from seeking to 
validate myself through body image to becoming a 
person validated by the knowledge that I am loved 
unconditionally by God.

 As the youngest child in a family of 5, I have always 
been loved. I could not ask for a more loving family. 
Yet, throughout my childhood and adolescence, I 
struggled to maintain close friendships. Although, 
I was surrounded by people, I felt lonely. In my    
loneliness I retreated into my imagination; always 
dreaming that things would get better once I was 
“seen”. I longed to stand out and be noticed. I need-
ed to feel significant. I believed the media myth that 
I could get all I needed through my body image.

 As a young girl people told me that I could be a 
model. They noted that I was not too short, I was 
very thin and had a well-proportioned face. In high 
school, I had a few “modelling” shoots with family 
friends who were testing their camera skills and I 
discovered I loved it! I loved being the centre of  
attention. I loved sharing those images with my High 
School friends. This fed my longing and helped me 
to feel less lonely. I was recognised and I stood out.

 When I turned 18, I applied to modelling agen-
cies and was disappointed to meet with rejection. 
Agency after agency gave me a reason why I was 
not right for them. I was disappointed but not  
discouraged. These rejections fuelled my need to 
be “seen”, I was committed to my quest. 

 I paid for professional photos to be taken and 
uploaded them onto a Facebook modelling page 
myself. I joined an agency who specialised in             
promotions and got regular work. I was loving it 
and wanted more. At one of my promotional jobs, 
I met an aspiring male photographer. He offered to 

From the Student 
Engagement 
Officer

Our Renewed Focus on 
Online Learning

 It’s the end of the first             
semester at JCS for 2018 
and, similarly, the end of my 
first semester as the Stu-
dent Engagement Officer. 
It’s been an exciting time with a number of new 
staff and, as a result, a time of great innovation and 
new ideas.

 Looking back at the first semester, I’m excited to 
say that we have come a long way. Working with 
the resources we have at our disposal we’ve made 
great strides towards implementing an online 
learning system that allows for greater interaction 
in the classroom and provides a more streamlined 
method of distributing information and resources 
to students. This culminated in the realisation of 
a “blended class” environment where students 
based at the college could enter into dialogue with 
students in Taiwan in real-time. What started as a 
test-run to provide a format for class presentations 
proved to be so valuable that it became the norm 
with students connecting from across the world ev-
ery week.

 Often, online education is mistakenly seen as sec-
ondary to face-to-face formats, both in terms of stu-
dent engagement and in quality of outcome. With 
the aid of technological advances we are moving 
closer to a real-time participation for students at-
tending classes online. Online learning has en-
abled students in China, India, Vietnam, Thailand, 
Taiwan, New Zealand, Singapore and Hong Kong 
to study with JCS who would have been otherwise 
unable to access higher education awards in spir-
ituality.

Kade Shean,
Student Engagement 

Officer

Responsible Use of ARK: As we become more focused on online learning, it pays for students and 
staff to be aware of JCS’ policies regarding use of digital resources. Use of ARK is a privilege for stu-
dents within the University of Divinity; resources are made available to students to provide a better 
learning experience and are for the student’s personal use only. No ARK resources may be shared 
with third parties without prior written permission of the University. For further information please refer 
to the University Information and Cyber Security Policy.

https://www.enneagraminstitute.com/type-4/
https://www.divinity.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Information-and-Cyber-Security-Policy.pdf
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Finally, I was noticed, I was “seen”! Perhaps, I 
was beautiful. Maybe all those agencies had been 
wrong in rejecting me. In my excitement, I didn’t 
think of the hidden cost of such an offer nor did I 
stop to consider how I would be seen. Instead of 
finding myself, I lost myself. I disappeared in the             
photographer’s objectified image. I saw the photos 
for the first time only after they had been published 
on the internet. There they were freely available for 
all the world to see. My entry into the public sphere 
instead of satisfying my desires worked to make me 
feel very uncomfortable with what I saw.

 Yet, at the same time, my Facebook modelling 
page was getting hundreds, and then thousands of 
“Likes” and now a modelling agency sent me an 
expression of interest. This sudden popularity 
caused me inner confusion. I detested that I was 
objectified in the way I was portrayed and at the 
same time I experienced validation from the interest 
I was attracting on Facebook and Instagram.

 At this time, there were other things happening in 
my life which had a positive influence on me. I had 
started a Counselling Diploma course and I was 
enjoying it. I then discovered the Enneagram by 
chance. This interested me, so I sought out training 
so that I could share it as a transformational tool 
with others. Then, my father asked me to assist 
him with the administration and coordination of his 
workshops, I discovered that I shared his passion 
for making people’s lives better. 

After graduating, it was a natural progression for me 
to move into training and coaching. I also met an 
opera singer whose voice and spirit inspired me to 
resume classical singing lessons. Opera had been 
my primary subject for the HSC. At 20, I realised 
that singing opera was more than a than a hobby 
for me – It was a passion, and a passion worth          
pursuing.

I was becoming more and more dissatisfied with 
the modelling and photo shoots. It drained me              
emotionally and spiritually. It left me dry. But when 
I was helping people through coaching and sing-
ing I was satisfied and fulfilled. It was time for me 
to decide what I wanted for my life. I quit model-
ling, I resigned from the agencies and informed my         
followers on Facebook and Instagram that I was no 
longer going to model and I was going to pursue a 
career as a professional coach.

 I now love my life and the reality of who I am. Yet, 
as a Type 4 on the Enneagram, I still have fears of 
being insignificant, but I know now I need to look 
within knowing that my significance comes from 
being seen by God. I am still on a journey. I can’t 
change my past, but I can choose what I do with it. 
I can choose to be a victim of my past or to use my 
past to help others to find their truth before God. I 
choose to see my past choices as stepping stones 
that got me to where I am now.It is my hope that 
by sharing my journey from being a low functioning 
Type 4 to a more conscious and healthier 4, that I 
can be an encouragement to others, that the dark 
times in my life will not be lost times.

 Life is a constant journey of bettering ourselves, 
of the seeking to be our best selves. I now share 
this love with others through sharing my own gifts, 
my own story, my coaching and retreat work, and 
through companionship helping them to find loving 
God I encountered so they too can live a happier 
and fulfilled life. As a Play of Life® and Enneagram.
rc Coach (and a passionate opera singer), I am 
committed to helping people bring out the best of 
themselves, and hopefully to put a song in their 
heart along the way. This is my story.

A Journey with 
the Wounded 
Healer

Philip Bewley

As the new PhD           
student in residence 
for 2018, I had the 
honour of organising 
the first ever research 
seminar for the Jesuit 
College of Spiritual-
ity. I believe that it is          
important for a member college of the University of 
Divinity to promote ongoing  academic research in 
the area of Christian spirituality, particularly the study 
of the Ignatian Exercises and Christian pastoral for-
mation for ministry. After the success of our first effort, 
attended by 30 or so people, we now intend to hold a 
research seminar each semester.

My own focus of research was initially inspired by the 
discovery of an Archive in Toronto holding the 50 lin-
ear metres of Archival boxes with the personal papers

Philip Bewley,
PhD Student

http://www.relationship.capital/play-of-life/
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A Love Described
Barry Denham

 Congratulations to Mas-
ter of Spiritual Direction 
student Barry Denham 
and his wife who have  
just welcomed their first 
child. We took the op-
portunity to catch up with 
Barry and ask him a few 
questions.

Tell us a little bit about yourself. 
 
My wife and I arrived on these golden shores nearly ten 
years ago from Ireland. The move was part of a career 
change for me from working as a Commercial Solicitor 
to working in the environmental management space. 
I undertook a Masters of Environment program at the 
University of Melbourne before taking up a position 
with the Victorian Department of Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning where I worked for eight years. 
In January of this year, following a process of discern-
ment, I finished up with the Department and started my 
own business working full-time as a Performance and 
Leadership Consultant. 

Even though I was fortunate to attend a Jesuit High 
School in Ireland, I only came across the Spiritual Ex-
ercises when I started working as a Solicitor and felt 
drawn to find out more. More didn’t happen at the time 
but about five years ago, following some Sunday day-
dreaming and reflecting on my own relationship with 
God, I discovered that my “local” Ignatian spirituality 
centre offered the Exercises. I applied and was grateful 
to receive the Spiritual Exercises in Daily Life through 
the Campion Centre of Ignatian Spirituality. One of the 
outcomes from that was the desire to undertake the 
Arrupe® Program and I am grateful to say that I am in 
my third year, doing the program part-time.

How do you manage to find the time to study, work/
run a business and raise a family?

 It’s definitely a balance and a work in progress! If there 
is anything which helps, I feel, it is that I am spending 
more and more of my time on what I am passionate 
about and love. That journey of discovery in discerning 
and accepting the invitation to follow our deepest de-
sires is certainly true for me and with the demands on 
my time at the moment, I am discovering and working 
through my own “disordered attachments” on a daily 
basis!

 of Dutch-born priest Henri Nouwen, one of the 
most prolific and popular spiritual writers of the 20th    
century. I had collected in my own library over a 
number of years several of his books; two in partic-
ular were my favourites – The Wounded Healer and 
The Genesee Diary: Report from a Trappist Mon-
astery. Henri wrote around 39 books in his lifetime 
and devoted his life to teaching Christian spirituality, 
pastoral theology, and the psychology of religion at 
the Universities of Notre Dame, Yale and Harvard. 
Among his archival papers there is found much ma-
terial exploring sexuality and spirituality, and I felt 
that these writings could form of the focus of my 
research: my own effort in passing on his legacy, 
but with a new voice and withiin our ever-chang-
ing context. It is my desire, therefore, to write about 
sexuality in a spirit that honours Henri’s legacy. 

 Currently, my research is looking at the various 
influences which were brought to bear upon Hen-
ri’s thought and writing, so I decided to focus my 
research seminar presentation on the influence of 
psychologist Carl Jung. Henri once wrote in his first 
book Intimacy that: “Perhaps no psychologist has 
stressed the need of self-acceptance as the way 
to self-realization so much as Carl Jung. For Jung, 
self-realization meant the integration of the shad-
ow… To come to an inner unity, totality and whole-
ness, every part of our self should be accepted and 
integrated.” Henri spent his whole life writing and 
reflecting upon the spiritual polarities within which 
our lives vacillate, seeing the dangers in repressing 
or suppressing shadows, and the spiritual value in 
learning to integrate and live with them.

Recently I was extremely fortunate to obtain a 
Research Grant to pay for my travel  and accom-
modation to explore further the private papers 
of Henri Nouwen at the Kelly Library in Toronto,                         
Canada. I remain very grateful to the University of 
Divinity for this financial assistance.

 I feel very privileged to be the PhD student in 
residence, having my own desk space, and a                          
permanent corner of the college to immerse myself 
in my research. I also feel very supported by the 
college staff and feel very much part of the family. 
Laughter is often heard coming from the upstairs 
classroom where we share some time together over 
lunch. I look forward to a long and happy associa-
tion with the Jesuit College of Spirituality. 

Barry Denham and James
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James Denham,
the newest member of the JCS 

family!

How has your life changed after 
James’  arrival?

 On a tangible level, it’s certainly 
very different, with a new daily 
routine of sleeping, feeding and 
changing nappies! I am blessed 
with a loving, patient and under-
standing wife who does a lot of the 
“heavy lifting” looking after James 
so that I have the time to focus on 
work and study. At the same time, 
we both see our parenting respon-
sibilities as a partnership and I try 
to play my role in supporting her 
and sharing in the feeding and 
 

Where Are They Now?
Margaret-Mary Flynn

What Margaret is Doing Now
I’m just back from an immersion trip to France.  We 
spent three weeks in the Auvergne, living in a medieval 
town, and travelling in the central southwest. We were 
based in a  medieval town, whose beginnings go back 
to Roman occupation. 

Prehistoric megaliths and stone tombs still stand, 
sometimes beside the ancient churches and chapels  
built by Benedictines in the 10th century. The surround-
ing  green pastures and crops are crossed by ancient 
pilgrim routes, and everywhere there are lovely, weath-
erworn stone crosses, Jesus on the front, the Madonna 
and Child on the back.  Many pasts walk quietly togeth-
er. 

Since my graduation earlier this year, with a Master of 
Arts (Spirituality), I’ve been enjoying putting time into 
the house and garden, catching up with a three-year 
backlog of must -do’s and sorting.  I continue to write for 
Madonna Magazine  and for the diocesan newspaper, 
the SandPiper,  on spirituality and prayer in everyday 
life, and a recipe column.

And of course, having time to spend loving my darling 
grandchildren!

Margaret’s Best Memory
My best memory of my time at JCS is the discovery- or 
re-discovery- of the Benedictine charism in which I 

was formed by the Good 
Samaritan sisters at 
school. This occurred 
through studies in Monas-
tic Wisdom, which also 
reconnected me with my 
love of Medieval history 
and culture. It opened the 
door to early church histo-
ry as well. (Pace, dear Ig-
natian friends –   Ignatius, 
too, was formed by Bene-
dictines.) 

A real highlight for me was 
having my first academic 
articles published in  Tju-
runga:  An Australasian Benedictine Review. I have 
developed a fascination with the spirituality of the  
‘unknown warriors’ of the church – lay women – and 
the appropriation of their work and their stories by a 
male-dominant  religious culture.

Study, if it is any good at all, has to shake certain-
ties, and pose more questions than it answers.  It’s 
fascinating to see the roots of the current difficulties 
confronting the Church in the tendencies and atti-
tudes which began emerging within a generation of 
the Apostles.  Amongst them are celibacy; the canon-
isation of extreme self-denial and denigration of the 
body, and the suppression of women; theologies of 
predestination and free will; original sin and redemp-
tion; wealth and poverty; privilege and humility. I’m 
looking forward to finding out more. 

Margaret-Mary Flynn, a 2018 
graduand

changing nappies!

On an intangible level, it’s hard to 
describe. My sister talks about hav-
ing her two children as “a love you 
can’t describe”. Despite the lack of 
sleep, and what can feel at times 
like stumbling from one chaos to 
the next, underneath it all, my life 
feels deeply enriched. Everytime 
I look at James, there is a silent 
prayer of thanks in my heart (and 
not just when he’s asleep...!).


