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From the CEO-Principal
In July this year, I was privileged to represent JCS 

at the International Association of Jesuit Universities 
conference held at Duesto University in Bilbao, Spain. 
Duesto is proud of their noted alumni including poets, 
politicians, composers, musicians, and, of course 
of interest to us, Pedro Arrupe SJ former General 
of the Society and patron of our Spiritual Direction 
formation program, Arrupe®.

The conference was held over four days with the fifth 
day being dedicated to regional meetings. JCS is a 
member of AJCU-AP (Association of Jesuit Colleges 
and Universities – Asia Pacific). Gerry Healy SJ, representing Newman 
and the Australian Province of the Society of Jesus, also attended.

The theme of the conference was ‘Transforming our World Together’. 
Conference delegates were treated to quality key note addresses each 
day and participated in workshops on a variety of themes. Over 200 
universities were represented by almost 400 participants. 

The conference began with Mass followed by a private tour and dinner 
at the Guggenheim Museum which sits across the estuary opposite the 
university. A lovely way to spend the Sunday evening before the work 
began the next day.

The conference was opened by the King of Spain, Felipe VI, and Fr. 
General Arturo Sosa SJ. Cardinal Versaldi, Prefect of the Congregation 
for Catholic Education and Grand Chancellor of the Pontifical Gregorian 
University, set the tone of the conference with his opening address.

Cardinal Gianfranco Ravasi, President of the Pontifical Council 
for Culture, gave the first keynote entitled, ‘The New Socio-Cultural 
Paradigms and the Role of Jesuit Universities’, which set the context for 
our reflections throughout the week. With reference to the dynamics of the 
Spiritual Exercises, he said, “There is a need for evolution and continuity…
for a dialogue with the present, for dialectics but also for continuity, for 
changeable complexity and a basic single project”.

 Pankaj Mishra spoke of the Jesuit university’s role when facing social 
and political fragmentation and one of the most interesting addresses was 
given by Gael Giraud SJ who unpacked for us the interrelation dynamics 
of economic inequality and environmental degradation and the Jesuit 
university’s research role in assisting global agencies to respond to these 
challenges.

Deborah Kent, 
CEO - Principal

Volume 1, Issue 3

Key Dates

 Semester 2 concludes
        Friday 2 Nov.
 
 Christmas MorningTea
        Wednesday 5 Dec.

  Semester 2 Results 
  published
 Friday 14 Dec.

Studiorum is the community                                            
newsletter of the Jesuit  
College of Spirituality and, as 
such, we relish the  
opportunity to include  
contributions from our alumni, 
students, staff, faculty, 
and members of the wider 
community. If you would like 
to contribute to Studiorum 
please contact us at: 
enquiries@jcs.edu.au

In Jesuit History...

14th October 1536: 
St Ignatius received a 
Master of Arts and 
Sacred Theology at the 
University of Paris.

23rd November 1545: 
Jeronimo de Nadal 
entered the Society of 
Jesus.
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From the CEO-Principal (continued)

A key highlight was the day the conference moved to the home of St Ignatius and we spent the day with 
Fr. General who met with each region to discuss specific higher education challenges. Outside of the times 
with Fr. General we were treated with tours of the home of Ignatius and could spend some time reflecting 
in this special place of pilgrimage.

Fr. General urged collaboration among the Jesuit institutions of higher learning in order that the Intellectual 
Apostolate be truly apostolic, calling upon “the entire university community…to embody the identity that 
ensures creative loyalty within the education tradition of the Society of Jesus” and “credibility to address 
new situations.” In closing, Fr. General summed up the purpose of the conference as “seeking to make 
history on this path of discernment, in apostolic planning and collaboration” with a “specific commitment to 
new ways of interrelating within and between our universities.”

Through membership of the IAJU, JCS has an opportunity to proactively engage in the worldwide 
intellectual apostolate and from the many Jesuit academics I spoke with, though small, we have a unique 
and important contribution to make.

Pictures from the IAJU Conference in Bilbao, Spain

The Conference 
participants gathered 

on the steps of the 
Sanctuary of Loyola

The locations of 
Jesuit Universities 
with Jesuit College 
of Spirituality and 
Newman College 
shining out from 

Australia
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Pictures from the IAJU Conference in Bilbao, Spain (continued)

Fr. General Arturo Sosa SJ 
with our CEO Deborah Kent King Felipe VI of Spain (centre) opens the conference

Jesuit academics from around the 
world

Cardinal Versaldi, 
Prefect of the Congregation of 

Catholic Education

Fr. General invites all to consider 
the importance of collaboration

Fr. David McCallum SJ will 
teach at JCS in Jan 2020

Fr Gerry Healy SJ CEO Deborah Kent and Philip Endean 
SJ chat about his visit to JCS in 2020.
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From the Academic Dean

The Intellectual Apostolate: 
“Part of Jesuit DNA”

On Friday August 10, a meeting of the intellectual 
apostolate was held at Faber House on Royal 
Parade. It was a convivial gathering where much 
sharing took place. It began with a presentation by 
our CEO Principal Deb Kent and Gerry Healy SJ, 
both of whom attended the International Association 
of Jesuit Universities (IAJU) in Spain in July. The 
purpose of the meeting was to share their academic 
experiences with a wider group of Jesuits and lay 
companions. Part of their report contained the text 
from the keynote address delivered by Father General 
Arturo Sosa SJ. In his address he referred to the 
36th General Congregation of the Society, where it 
states: “Our educational apostolates … should help 
form men and women committed to reconciliation 
and able to confront obstacles to reconciliation 
and propose solutions”. When we gathered on that 
Friday evening to pray and reflect together, it felt 
as though we were modelling the reconciliation and 
spirit of harmony and common purpose that seems 
so uncommon in contemporary public discourse.

I think it is true to say that all of us at that gathering 
were inspired by the vision promoted by the Father 
General. He offered a clear and stirring vision for 
Jesuit universities. “The university”, he suggests, is 

a community of spiritual interests 
committed to the search for truth … 
It is a privileged space for exercising 
human freedom.  Freedom to search and 
find the paths of social transformation 
through research and teaching. It is a 
space in which the message of liberation 
of the Good News of the Gospel can 
contribute to finding better ways to 
generate life in the midst of difficulties 
and uncertainty, which seek to overwhelm 
the daily lives of most men and women, 
opening a space for hope to enter.

It seems to me that ‘inner liberation’ and the 
search for a generative life that raises up all 
life, (particularly those who are in a weak or 
disadvantaged state), is what spirituality and spiritual 
direction is all about. It is a profound challenge that 
requires “arid effort and dedication”, but ultimately 
is experienced “as a mission, as having been 
sent to contribute to the liberation of the world”.

In a contemporary context of ‘fake news’, 
ubiquitous commercialism 
and commodification, 
the need to interpret and 
understand the forces 
that shape public and 
personal consciousness 
was never greater. Now 
more than ever we need 
intelligent, measured 
and incisive research 
and analysis. It was 
gratifying to read in the 
strategic plan of the 
International Association 
of Jesuit Universities, the 
encouragement to “seek depth in understanding 
for both research and pedagogical purposes in 
order to avoid superficial interpretation of the truth 
or of motives and intentions of others”. 

Among the group there was strong positive 
affirmation for those Jesuits – and other associates 
in mission – who are presently engaged in public 
discourse in a variety of contexts – not just at 
secondary and tertiary education, but Jesuit 
publications (books, periodicals, journals etc.), 
and public advocacy. There is much great work 
being done to engage with the issues that impact 
on public wellbeing. As the Father General 
affirmed: “the intellectual apostolate – it is a part of 
our Jesuit DNA”. Jesuit ministries then are already 
answering the call to be of service of the Church 
and the wider society, not just within tertiary 
education, but through offering intellectual, moral, 
and spiritual leadership in many public arenas.

At the end of the evening a number of Jesuits 
and lay companions in the room shared their 
current research. To hear the rich variety of topics 
and disciplines being studied was fascinating, 
enriching, and inspiring. The meeting closed with 
a feeling of mutual encouragement and hope, 
and I think all went away with a strong sense of 
confirmation of the importance of the intellectual 
apostolate to the Jesuit vision and mission – a 
sense that we are part of a movement, impelled 
by the Spirit, that “transmits the meaning of a 
reconciled and peaceful life”.

Micheál Loughnane,
Academic Dean & 

Research Coordinator
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The Joy of Being a Registrar

 The word ‘Joy’ can mean different things to 
different people.  For me, Joy is an attitude (and 
for those that work closely with me know, I have 
plenty of attitude!)  It is a conscious decision to be 
delighted, to be elated by everything around us.

Pope Francis says joy is born of the profound 
harmony among persons, which gives us a taste 
of the beauty of being together, of supporting one 
another along the journey of life. This is the quality 
of joy I experience in my role as Registrar.  Meeting 
prospective students who are deciding on their 
pathway of study, assisting them to ensure they will 
have enjoyment and fulfillment in their unit choices, 
along with the hard work that is to come.  It is an 
exhilarating (and perhaps anxious) time beginning 
post-graduate study. For many of our students it is 
a return to study after many years.  I am always 
amazed at each individual story, the path that led 
a student to JCS, and the dedication to learning.  
The majority of our students study part-time, 
combining study with work, family, pastoral and 
ministry commitments.   Due to the busyness of life 
these days, it is a pleasure being able to assist in 
a small way and make life easier for our students.

From the Registrar

Katica Buccheri,
Registrar

On the Spot!  RB Hizon SJ
RB is a Jesuit priest and PhD Student at the Jesuit College of Spirituality.  

If you didn’t have to sleep, what would you do with the extra time?

I’d walk and wander. I do plenty of that on that odd day of the week or 
on a Sunday. I’d hop on a tram or train and wander: walk through streets, 
alleys, parks, and markets. Just take everything in and let my thoughts 
and ideas simply settle. 

Which three figures from history would you want to have dinner 
with?

It would be a shame not to say Jesus. Although, perhaps not at the last supper... I’d make sure to 
time dinner when he ate with tax collectors and sinners. Food and conversation (and wine) would be 
good and plentiful – and I’d certainly fit in. As for the other two, off the top of my head: Mary Oliver, 
the poet, and my late maternal grandfather, Jorge. 

What are some small things that make your day better?

Very good coffee (black, nice cream, no sugar). Cool, crisp mornings. A glass (or two) of nice 
Shiraz. A good paragraph or so in my thesis.

Joy is what I feel at a 
graduation ceremony when 
I see all our students in their 
gowns ready to walk on the 
stage and accept their awards 
– the reward for all that hard 
work.  I am sure each student 
is proud of their achievement 
and filled with joy at their 
accomplishments. The joy 
they experience also fills my 
heart with joy – it’s infectious!

As the year begins to wind down and deadlines 
need to be met, I wish you all the grace of joy.  To 
quote Pope Francis again, “A heart filled with God 
is a happy heart which radiates an infectious joy.”

SUPPORT JCS WITH 
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS!
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From the Arrupe® Administrator

The Arrupe® Program 
is the Australian Jesuit 
Province’s approved 
national program for 
the formation of Givers 
of the Ignatian Spiritual 
Exercises and Spiritual 
Directors and is studied 
within the Master of 
Spiritual Direction award 
through the University of 
Divinity.

Arrupe® students are committed to their 
calling, to praise, reverence, and serve as Spiritual 
Directors. Students continue to show dedication 
and enthusiasm during their studies at JCS and in 
their participation in Practicum hours in many retreat 
centres around Australia. Practicum hours are 
encouraged throughout the Arrupe® Program and 
are a requirement in the third stage of the Program as 
part of the Supervised Giving of the Exercises. This 
year, Arrupe® students have completed Practicum 
as Spiritual Directors at The Sevenhill Retreat in 
Adelaide, Faber CIS in Brisbane, and at Campion 
CIS in Melbourne. Arrupe® students have also 
participated in Spiritual Direction intensives with a 
strong focus on Ignatius Spiritual Exercises. Stage 
One and Two Arrupe® students joined together in a 
week-long theory and practice intensive delivered by 
JCS lecturers Prof. Maryanne Confoy RSC, Fr. Iain 
Radvan SJ, and Dr Carlos Raimundo. We’re grateful 
to the Coptic Church for their hospitality. For further 
reference regarding the Arrupe® Program, the current 
Arrupe® Student and Supervisor Advice is available 
on the JCS website. 

From the Student Engagement 
Officer

I am very excited to 
be the new Student 
Engagement Officer 
at JCS! I took over the 
role from Kade Shean 
at the beginning of 
August, and in my short 
time here I’ve already 
seen the wonderful 
intellectual tradition of 
the college, and felt 
warmly welcomed by 
the staff, faculty, and 
students. 

Given that I am new, a short introduction seems 
appropriate for my first Studiorum contribution: 
Earlier this year, I finished a PhD in New Testament 
Studies at Australian Catholic University. My 
thesis title was The Gospels of Mark and Matthew 
in the Context of the Early Church. In my research 
I studied the often-overlooked controversy in 
the first century church about whether Gentile 
converts to the good news needed to abide by the 
ritual laws of the Torah. My conclusion was that 
this ongoing debate in the early church is reflected 
in Mark’s and Matthew’s Gospels.

Alongside my work at JCS I teach at ACU in 
Melbourne and the Broken Bay Institute in Sydney. 
I am passionate about theological education, and 
I love that my various roles allow me to work in 
settings that directly serve this important need in 
society.

If I’ve not met you yet, please do come and say 
hello at reception. Getting to know everyone at the 
College has been one of my favourite aspects of 
this role, and I look forward to meeting all in the 
coming months.

Sarah Cook,
Student Engagement 

Officer

Melanie Raimundo,
Arrupe® Administrator

Pedro Arrupe SJ
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Where Are They Now?

Former Academic Dean, Maggie Kappelhoff chats with Studiorum about 
life after JCS.

What are you doing now?

I work as the Director of Academic Services at the Office of the Vice-
Chancellor. My role involves oversight of academic services to students 
from admission to graduation across the University. Essentially this means 
that I have the privilege of serving every student from each college to 
ensure that they have all the behind the scenes academic support to see 
them through their time of study with the University of Divinity.  

What is your best memory from JCS?

I worked as the Academic Dean and the Research Coordinator in 2017 and I have a number of fond 
memories from that time. I would have to say my best memory was the JCS Open and Blessing Day in 
March 2017.  This was a significant day for the college and, as outlined in the speech given by Socius 
Robin Koning, it marked the educational and institutional change taking place for JCS as it was rebirthed 
from Sentir to JCS. I remember with fondness when Socius Robin Koning SJ was offering the blessing 
– all of the attendees were in the back garden, lush with greenery, trees, and flowers – the crowd was 
made up of Jesuit Priests, representatives from the various colleges, the Vice-Chancellor, students 
and friends from JCS, and the JCS staff – it was a significant moment, honouring the past and looking 
forward to the future; thanking God for what had already been accomplished and seeking His blessing 
as the college moves forward.  The location of the college, the name of the college had changed and 
some of the staff had changed – but what remained and what will always remain is the foundational 
wisdom and charis inherent in Ignatian Spirituality – and THAT is what is truly important, special and 
unique about JCS.

What are your plans for the future?

I intend to continue to work as the DAS at the OVC. Other goals for this year, spend some time and effort 
into getting my PhD thesis published!

Maggie Kappelhoff, 
former Academic Dean

Studiorum is the community newsletter of the Jesuit College of Spirituality and, as such, we relish 
the opportunity to include contributions from our alumni, students, staff, faculty, and members of 

the wider community. If you would like to contribute to Studiorum please contact us at 
enquiries@jcs.edu.au
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UPCOMING EVENTS

PUBLIC LECTURE: SEEING IS BELIEVING
An interactive session with Fr Andy Bullen SJ exploring the interplay 
of contemporary art with the art of the past. 

Fr Andrew Bullen SJ is the Parish Priest of the parishes of Our Lady of the 
Way, North Sydney/Lavender Bay-Kirribilli in Sydney.  

He joined the Society of Jesus in 1967 and while undertaking his Jesuit 
training, he finished a degree in Arts at Monash University, Melbourne and then 
undertook an MA that focussed on religious poetry in Australia.  During this 
period he began teaching both English and Religious Education. 

 He has been a teacher, rector, Socius to the Provincial and editor of ‘Madonna’ 
magazine.  

In addition to his interest in literature and his occasional writing including poetry, 
Andy has a long time interest in the visual arts. He has an abiding interest in 
attending to what is happening in our culture and considering its significance for 
presenting the gospel today. 

Over the years he has developed various ways of using art to engage people 
with the gospel and Ignatian spirituality.  In 2010 he was one of the three judges 
for the Blake Prize for Religious Art.

Date:  Monday 1st October 2018

Time: 6:00pm to 8:00pm

Venue: Jesuit College of Spirituality, 
  175 Royal Parade, Parkville VIC 3052

Cost:  Gold coin donation 

Please RSVP to: enquiries@jcs.edu.au
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UPCOMING EVENTS

   HIGHER DEGREE SEMINAR 

   SPIRITUALITY & DISCERNMENT FOR THE 21ST CENTURY 

     DATE: THURSDAY 11 OCTOBER 2018 9.30AM – 12.00PM 

LOCATION: JESUIT COLLEGE OF SPIRITUALITY,  
          175 ROYAL PARADE, PARKVILLE, VICTORIA, 3052 

Presenters 

Ms Deborah Kent:  Examining the role of charism in the formation of Catholic 
identity in colonial Australia 

Rev’d Philip Bewley:  Henri Nouwen – Attending to the ‘Living Human Document’ 

Dr Micheál Loughnane:  ‘Where sin increased, grace abounded all the more’ – 
 The Merton affair and Ignatian Discernment 

Morning Tea provided 

Further Contact Information: 
Rev’d Philip Bewley, Jesuit College of Spirituality, T: 0412 584690 

E: philipjbewley@gmail.com, RSVP: Friday, 5 October 2018 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

 
 
 
 
Christmas 

Morning 
Tea 

 
 

10:30am 
 

Wednesday 5th December 2018 
 

175 Royal Parade 
Parkville VIC 3052 

 
 
 

We invite the friends of Jesuit College 
of Spirituality: students, alumni, 

faculty, staff, Council, Jesuit 
ministries and the University of 

Divinity to celebrate the 2018 year 
and the joy of Christmas! 

 
 
 

RSVP by 30th November 2018 to 
enquiries@jcs.edu.au or 03 9448 8276 

 
Please advise of special dietary 

requirements for catering purposes.   


