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From the CEO-Principal
Our students and faculty can look back over 2018 

and feel proud of all they have accomplished. This 
year the College experienced significant growth in 
enrolments with our new students bringing to JCS 
a diverse range of skills, interests and experience. 

I congratulate our students graduating this year, I 
thank them for their contribution to JCS, and I wish 
them well in their future ministries as they realise 
their dreams and transform the community through 
their servant leadership.

This year, the JCS community has delivered on its vision of Education and 
Research in Ignatian Spirituality – Empowering Leadership and we have 
much to be proud of. It fills me with tremendous pride to witness our faculty, 
leadership team, students and graduates integrate the key themes of Ignatian 
spirituality into their lives and impart that gift to others.

We have implemented many changes at the College, in curriculum and 
organisationally to raise our standards and to ensure we are delivering quality 
awards. We have implemented our new structure, been enriched by new 
members of faculty and we look to 2019 with excitement. Our focus in the 
year ahead will be on our education strategies to develop a research active 
community and I invite all of our graduating students to consider possible 
areas of interest they would like to investigate in a research project. 

I wish everyone a joyful Christmas and I hope this time may be one of rest, 
reflection and renewal. May the blessing of the Christ child be with you and 
your families.

Deborah Kent, 
CEO - Principal

Volume 1, Issue 4

Key Dates

 Semester Two results 
published
 Friday 14 Dec.
 
 College closes for 2018
 Friday 21 Dec.

College opens for 2019
 Monday 7 Jan.

Studiorum is the community                                            
newsletter of the Jesuit  
College of Spirituality and, as 
such, we relish the  
opportunity to include  
contributions from our alumni, 
students, staff, faculty, 
and members of the wider 
community. If you would like 
to contribute to Studiorum 
please contact us at: 
enquiries@jcs.edu.au

In Jesuit History...

23 December 1549: 
St Francis Xavier was 
appointed Provincial of 
the Indian Province.

5th February 1991: 
The death of Pedro 
Arrupe, 28th Superior 
General, in Rome.

Now available:  JCS Merchandise!
A range of JCS-branded merchandise is now available from our 

website. We have mugs, reusable coffee cups, and polo shirts for 
sale. Details at www.jcs.edu.au/merchandise

mailto:enquiries%40jcs.edu.au?subject=
http://www.jcs.edu.au/merchandise
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From the Academic Dean

A Chink Too Wide: An Advent Hope

“We have tested and tasted too much, lover – 
Through a chink too wide there comes no wonder.”

Every Advent I think of these stunning lines from 
the Irish poet Patrick Kavanagh. The next lines recall 
what now seems like an experience from a lost world:  

“But here in the Advent-darkened room
Where the dry black bread and the sugarless tea

Of penance will charm back the luxury
Of a child’s soul …” 

When I tell people that as a child I had to fast during 
Advent, I get some raised eyebrows! To be honest, I 
very rarely share this memory of Advent lest people 
might see me as some sort of reactionary kill-joy, 
assuming perhaps (being an ‘Irish Catholic’), that I am 
advocating a return to those ‘good old days’. Indeed 
I am not, for it is futile to attempt to retrieve a lost 
world – in any case, that world was largely compliant, 
conformist and passive, some of the shadow features 
of our church that gave rise to our current crisis. 
What I am suggesting however, is that to engage in 
some form of fasting can be a life-affirming act, and, 
if freely chosen, lets God come close. In our present 
context and time, we can still capture something of 
the “wonder” and “charm” of this season by freely 
and lovingly choosing to open ourselves to the 
experience of absence, longing and attentive waiting. 

I can still recall the almost feverish anticipation; 
somehow the absence did make the heart grow 
fonder. Even today, I love the Advent season and look 
forward to it with a childlike sense of anticipation and 
wonder. I know that if I orient my heart in the right way 
through right practice, when Christmas finally arrives 
there will be that “newness in every stale thing”.

So how do we retain this simple spiritual vision in a 
context of ever proliferating consumerism and pervasive 
commercialism? – When the “chink” becomes so wide 
that we can have Christmas excess every day of 
the week? By making a conscious intentional choice 
to be different, that’s how we can do it. Not for the 
sake of difference, and not from the thought that such 
an option is a ‘superior’ choice. (When I find myself 
thinking ‘holier than thou’ thoughts, I know I have 
stopped hearing or heeding the call of the Gospel).  

To me the invitation of Advent is not to be against 
anything or anyone, but 
to enter into others’ lives 
in a spirit of compassion 
and solidarity – to be for 
others. It is not a season 
for separating myself, 
but a time to seek to 
unify myself in spirit with 
the Trinity, those around 
me and everyone in the 
wider world, particularly 
the suffering and the 
disempowered. It is a 
time to feel to the depths 
the poignancy of our age.

 
This is what we are all preparing for after all 

– to receive the One who “became incarnate” 
(enfleshed) in radical unity with all humanity. This 
Advent I want to contemplate this astounding 
mystery so that it never ceases to be a source 
of wonder for me. My desire too is to ‘incarnate’ 
myself in the world in a more intentional way and 
find the presence of God “wherever life pours 
ordinary plenty”. 

But as is the dynamic of the Examen, before 
I look forward, I look back. As I review my first 
year at JCS, I sense a profound surge of gratitude 
for so many things: the privilege of meeting 
and engaging with so many faith-filled people 
(students and staff); the opportunity to become 
immersed in rich learning experiences; for the 
beauty and grace of accompaniment in its many 
forms; and, most of all, for having the opportunity 
to get in touch with the spirit of Ignatius in a more 
immediate and tangible way.

So, my prayer for all of us, as the stable looms 
large, is that this Advent will “charm back the 
luxury of a child’s soul” and that the chink will be 
just wide enough, to let the wonder filter through.

Micheál Loughnane,
Academic Dean & 

Research Coordinator
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On the Spot!  Charlotte Clements
Charlotte is Chief Librarian at the Dalton McCaughey Library.  

Do you have a favourite book?

Why have a favourite when you have a library? I have favourite authors, 
such as Jeanette Winterson, Ian McEwan, Kate Atkinson, Donna Hay and 
Jamie Oliver and subjects I often look for including gardening, knitting and 
art but my favourite thing about books is the wealth of knowledge they offer 
to whoever looks inside 

If you could be transported to any time period in history for one day, 
where would you go?

Back to my home town of Christchurch, New Zealand on the day the Canterbury Women’s Institute 
was formed (September 1892) with Kate Shephard a leading suffrage figure in the group. Women 
finally got the right to vote in August 1893. The Canterbury Women’s Institute played a major role in 
establishing the National Council of Women of New Zealand which promoted the right of women to 
stand for parliament, and for equal pay and equal opportunities for women, the removal of legal disabil-
ities affecting women, and economic independence for married women. 

What is your favourite holiday destination?

I like to go to new places and we have been exploring Victoria since moving here nearly five years 
ago. For time out, I go to Mt Hotham in rain, snow and summertime. Remote beaches where cell 
phone towers are unable to relay any iota of information are also top of my list!.

 
On Supervision: Les Raj SJ

Studiorum spoke with Fr Leslie Raj SJ about his experience of supervision. 
He recently became accredited with the AAOS (Australiasian Association of 
Supervisors), and currently lives in Singapore
When did you first develop an interest in supervision?

My interest in supervision began as early as 2002.  I was then at Loyola House, 
Guelph (Canada), for a short course for spiritual directors.  I was very new in this 
ministry, with little experience. There, miles away from home — Singapore — I was 
with another Jesuit from home.  In our musings over what we could offer for the 
Jesuits of the Region of Malaysia-Singapore, I recall a stirring to offer supervision 
for those in active ministry. There were several Jesuits busy about their work, so I 
felt the call to offer this way of caring for them and reflecting on how they may be 
faring in what they do.

In your own experience, what has made a good supervisor?
While I was pursuing the ministry of spiritual direction, somewhat untrained, I benefitted from the modules 

in the Arrupe Program offered at the then SENTIR, (now JCS). Through that program, I learnt much about 
my and the other’s inner sensing.  Put simply, to ask “What’s going on?”, and following through with 
“What’s going on within me/you”. While this question is mainstay for spiritual direction, I find that it is also 
foundational for supervisors. As a supervisor to spiritual directors, and presently to a pastoral care team 
at a hospital, I find myself dipping into some of the Exercises, and applying them to supervision by way of 
a little teaching for the supervisee. I keep notes! And invite the supervisee to keep notes too! Periodically, 
we review this journey over several sessions of supervision.  This allows the supervisee to note, if he/she 
has not been able to, what more has been going on over this period of my accompaniment.

Les Raj SJ

(continued on next page)
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On Supervision (continued)

You have operated in both Australia and 
Singapore. Are there any cultural challenges in 
supervising in different cultural contexts?

While my supervising training was in Melbourne 
over a few years, much of the fruit of that formation 
continues in my work in Singapore, at Kingsmead 
Centre and Mt Alvernia Hospital. One advantage 
I have is that I studied theology at the then Jesuit 
Theological College (Parkville), and continued on 
for a time of ministry and graduate studies after my 
ordination to the priesthood.  This exposure placed 
me comfortably in the Australian milieu, and I note 
that Australia itself is multi-cultural. My supervisory 
training at SENTIR was in a multi-cultural setting; 
spiritual directors and fellow trainee supervisors were 
from several nationalities, races and ethnicities. In 
Singapore, I am in an Asian setting.  The supervisees 
are mostly Chinese and a few Indians. I believe my 
training has placed me in good stead to accompany 
all persons, always attune to uniqueness of each 
person before me.

As a supervisor, what are some of the challenges 
in your work?

Since practicing supervision for spiritual directors 
over a few years, I have recently embarked on 
supervision for the pastoral care team at a local 
hospital.  Most of the team have done one or more 

modules of Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE);  they 
are used to verbatims and theological reflection, 
but not the Spiritual Exercises. In this context, I 
note that they may have no or little awareness of 
Ignatian Spirituality. After a few sessions with them, 
the challenge was to adapt to their learning and 
spirituality. This took some doing. At times, I told 
myself to just ‘hold them in the space’. And these 
spaces may be very remote from my experiences 
as one working out of the Ignatian tradition.  But, 
this is a good thing! The challenge allows me to 
sense, more deeply, how best to serve these team 
members in the hour I spend with them each month. 
I have now met them over three months and the 
delight is to hear of the appreciation for the time we 
spend together.

As a supervisor, what are some of the joys in 
your work?

One of the joys is to take each supervisee as they 
come and to accompany them in their growth. As I 
have mentioned, my own technique is to draw fruit 
in supervision from the experience of the Exercises. 
Before we conclude each session, I pause for a few 
moments of quiet with the supervisee. During these 
pauses, I ask him/her to review about has happened 
and what was sensed over our conversation. What 
emerges is always joyful!

From the Student Engagement Officer

Congratulations to all students (and faculty and staff!) on finishing the 2018 
academic year! 

This year has seen the College grow in many ways, but one of my favourite 
innovations is the introduction of this very newsletter! We have received lots of 
positive feedback from our different communities about Studiorum, and I really 
enjoy bringing different parts of our JCS community together to give updates and 
reflections to our readership.

As the intensity of ‘assessment-season’ leaves us all worn out, and the busy-ness 
of Christmas time approaches, I hope we all have the luxury and time to truly relax 
and rest over the coming break period. We live in a time when hyper-busyness is 
very common, and so true rest is important. It allows us time to reflect, rebuild, and 
renew our emotional and mental strength.

 
I look forward to seeing everyone again rested and refreshed for 2019, and wish you all a very merry 

Christmas. 

Sarah Cook,
Student Engagement 

Officer
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 As you sit back to read the final newsletter 
of 2018, I will be on my way to Europe to spend 
Christmas with my family.  It will be my first ‘white’ 
Christmas and I am very much looking forward to 
experiencing the joy of Christmas in a colder climate.  
Many friends and family have told me that there is 
nothing quite like Christmas in winter; from roasting 
chestnuts with friends around an open fire, to the 
emotion of evening church services and hymns 
being sung with a backdrop of the snow outside.

2018 has been a busy and prosperous year 
at JCS.  We have had a significant increase in 
enrolments which has meant new students within 
our community.  We have employed a Student 
Engagement Officer (and had two people in the 
role) which has been beneficial in ensuring our 
systems, processes and student support services 
are continually improving.  Our events and public 
lectures have ensured a steady stream of new 
faces at the College and I always find it enriching to 
hear each individual story and what brought them 
to JCS and called them to Ignatian Spirituality.

From the Registrar
It is a blessing to be part of each 
student journey and to see them 
grow in their learning.  For those 
completing their studies this 
year, I wish you the very best 
for your future employment, 
vocation or ministry.

Enrolments for 2019 have 
already begun and we are 
looking forward to a great 
2019!  We are excited to be 
able to bring expert guest 
lecturers to deliver units, offer 
new units and grow pathways.  If you haven’t been in touch 
regarding enrolment for 2019, please do so in the New Year.

I wish you all a peaceful Christmas spent with those dear 
to you.

Merry Christmas!

From the Arrupe® Administrator

As we come to the end of 2018, and I reflect of the year that has been, the word I 
can think of most fitting for myself is Reverence. I was introduced to this word early in 
the year by a Benedictine Sister who, when I asked her about important charisms, she 
wrote “Reverence. Reverence for every single person and also for all of creation”. In 
Ignatian terminology, reverence will enable us to find God in all things. In September 
I visited Germany for my birthday (very blessed) and on this trip I dedicated 3 out of 
the 5 days I was there to learning more about WWII and the holocaust. After visiting 
a few museums, memorials and Dachau Concentration Camp, I felt I had returned 
home a changed person. A certain calmness took hold. Through my Daily Examen 
and supervision I noticed this new-found Reverence. I began to truly see Christ in 
everyone and everything and thus more patience and empathy came along with this. 

Through this I must mention my Reverence for all the students within the Arrupe® 
Program. As we come to the end of 2018 and I read the applications for the Arrupe® 

Program in 2019, I feel truly honoured to read the spiritual journey and calling to be spiritual directors of each 
individual and think of all the current students in the Arrupe® Program who have had such callings and all the 
different walks of life each individual student has been on, all coming to the same path as future spiritual directors. 
With this, I end the year with a deep sense of gratitude for all Arrupe® students, teachers and supervisors who 
have guided them every step of the way. 

Fr Gerald Fagin SJ wrote about Learning to Live Reverently beautifully. Here is a short excerpt; “Ignatius believed 
that anyone who prayerfully considers the basic truth that we are created out of love by a transcendent God of 
holiness will grow in a sense of reverence. We will have a deepened sense of the sacredness of all things if we 
think of everything as continually being called and sustained in being by God. We will stand in awe not just before 
sunsets and mountains, flowers and trees, but also, and especially, before every person we meet.” Excerpt from 
Putting on the Heart of Christ: How the Spiritual Exercises Invite Us to a Virtuous Life by Gerald M. Fagin, SJ

Many blessings this Christmas and New Year 

Melanie Raimundo,
Arrupe® Administrator

Katica Buccheri
Registrar

SUPPORT JCS WITH 
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS!

https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-spiritual-exercises/learning-to-live-reverently
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-spiritual-exercises/learning-to-live-reverently
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Where Are They Now?
Former Student Engagement Officer, Kade Shean, chats with Studiorum about life after JCS.

Tell us about what you’re doing now
Currently I’m undertaking a Master of Philosophy (in Systematic Theology) at Radboud 
University in the Netherlands. Right now, I’m considering a few avenues of research 
but I’m struggling to pin down a particular topic – there are so many options that it’s 
near impossible to choose! The university itself is situated in the town of Nijmegen in 
what I’m told is the Catholic “Bible Belt” of the Netherlands. It’s right on the German 
border and I’ve already lucky enough to cross into Germany to see a few sites. 

The culture shock of moving from Australia to a little Dutch town has been astounding! 
I had been getting a little homesick as a result but that’s largely been mitigated by 
the hospitality and overwhelming generosity of the Dutch. I’m lucky enough to have 
a few friends in Amsterdam who have opened their home to me and gone out of their 
way to make me feel welcome. They have even gone so far as to act as my personal 
tour guides! With them, I’ve visited international exhibitions on Buddhist history, explored eight-hundred-year-
old churches in Amsterdam, and visited the Hague’s huge Sint-Jacobskerk. I’ve also been lucky enough to be 
involved in the theological community here – both in a theological reading group at the University, and with 
various church groups. Overall, as much as I miss everything in Australia, I couldn’t imagine not taking the 
opportunity to study in the Netherlands.
 
What is your best memory from JCS?
When I reflect upon my time at JCS I always return to our orientation day earlier this year. Leading up to it, 
the entire administrative team worked closely together to prepare the way and welcome our new students to 
the College. It was something that I had never had the opportunity to experience before – working as part of 
a motivated team that were invested in providing the best educative experience possible for their students. It 
might seem a little hum-drum, but very fondly remember our meetings leading up to the Orientation and how 
excited everyone seemed. 
Orientation Day was also my first opportunity to meet face-to-face with the other essential element of any 
college – our students and the staff at the Dalton McCaughey Library. All in all, the weeks leading up to 
Orientation day, and the Orientation itself, where probably my best memories because it solidified for me that 
I made a great choice in where I chose to work.

What are your plans for the future?
This question’s a bit of a tough one because I’m still deciding what my next step is. I’m staying in the Netherlands 
at-least until the end of my first year of study. At that point, I have quite a few options that I’ll need to consider. 
Perhaps a PhD proposal is on the horizon, but at this stage it’s a little too early to state definitively. In the short 
term, however, I’m looking forward to being able to fly back to Australia to visit my family. As much as I’ve 
grown to love it here, it doesn’t really match being back home.

Kade Shean, 
former Student  

Engagement Oficer

A Special Announcement 
CONGRATULATIONS to Ineke Langhans-Cornet, 

a member of the JCS faculty, on the arrival of 
Nathanael Reinier Cornet. Little Nathanael arrived 
on October 19, weighing a healthy 3.725kg. We 
wish Ineke, her husband Christoph, and big sisters 
Evelyne and Maria, many blessings with the addition 

to their family.
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From Carlos Raimundo  
The Ribbon of Celebration and Gratitude 
 
Let’s celebrate 2018! This is a fun technique to do as an individual, a family or a  
team, to reflect on the happy, encouraging and meaningful moments from  
the year. A good exercise for Christmas or New Year’s! 
 

Materials Needed 
• For you, individually 

o 1 piece of ribbon* at least 5cm wide and 20-30 cm in length. Choose a colour you like.  
• For team or family: 

o A long piece of ribbon at least 5cm wide, that all members of the team/family can write on. Allow at 
least 20-30 cm in length for each participant. If there are several groups, cut more of the same lengths 
(perhaps using different coloured ribbons) for each group. 

o Scissors  
• Thin permanent markers. Make sure the colour is visible on the ribbon.   

*You can find ribbon at 2 Dollar stores or Spotlight  
 

Directions 
Preparation:  
Allow (only) happy, encouraging memories and moments of 2018 come to mind. 
 

Procedure:  
For You, Individually - 
• Write as many memories that come to mind on the Ribbon of Celebration. Recount the time and place and 

the names of the people who were with you. Also write down the “message” that each happy memory 
imprinted on your heart.  

• Hang your Ribbon of Celebration on the Christmas tree and/or and use it as a bookmark.  
 

For Family or Team - 
• As a family or team (or in groups for larger teams) gather around the Ribbon of Celebration. Give each 

person time to record his/her happy, encouraging memory from the year onto the ribbon.  There is no limit 
to the number of happy memories to write down, as long as there is space.    

• Once everyone in the team/family has recorded their memory/moment, you may like to hang the Ribbon(s) 
of Celebration on the Christmas tree.  Alternatively, the ribbon(s) can be cut (on an angle) into equal 
lengths and distributed randomly to participants. Once receiving a section of the ribbon, people write their 
name and date on it, and keep it as a memento or use it as a bookmark.  

You may like to repeat the exercise, this time writing down your New Year’s resolutions, hopes and 
dreams for the coming year.  
 

Coming together is a beginning, keeping together is progress,  
and working together is a success.   

Henry Ford 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
This technique was created by Dr. Carlos A. Raimundo, and is based on the Pillars of Life technique from Relationship Capital. Feel 

free to forward this technique to your friends! 

 

Dr Carlos Raimundo 
Associate Dean: Spiritual 
Direction and Supervision 

 



8
Education and Research in Ignatian Spirituality - Empowering Leadership

UPCOMING EVENTS

 
 
 
 
Christmas 

Morning 
Tea 

 
 

10:30am 
 

Wednesday 5th December 2018 
 

175 Royal Parade 
Parkville VIC 3052 

 
 
 

We invite the friends of Jesuit College 
of Spirituality: students, alumni, 

faculty, staff, Council, Jesuit 
ministries and the University of 

Divinity to celebrate the 2018 year 
and the joy of Christmas! 

 
 
 

RSVP by 30th November 2018 to 
enquiries@jcs.edu.au or 03 9448 8276 

 
Please advise of special dietary 

requirements for catering purposes.   



9
Education and Research in Ignatian Spirituality - Empowering Leadership

UPCOMING EVENTS
Jesuit College of Spirituality 

175 Royal Parade, Parkville VIC 3052 
+61 3 9448 8276 

enquiries@jcs.edu.au 
www.jcs.edu.au 

 

 

LENTEN PUBLIC LECTURE SERIES 
 
Jesuit College of Spirituality is proud to host four public lectures during Lent. The public 
lectures may be attended individually or as a series. Please RSVP one week in advance of your 
intention to attend by email to enquiries@jcs.edu.au 

Venue:  Jesuit College of Spirituality, 175 Royal Parade, Parkville VIC 3052 

Time:  6:00pm to 8:00pm 

Cost:  Gold coin donation 

RSVP: Telephone: (03) 9448 8276, or by email: enquiries@jcs.edu.au 
 

Lecture 1:  Monday 18th March 2019 

50 Years On:  What have Aboriginal 
people taught me about Ignatian 
spirituality? 

Fr Brian McCoy SJ grew up 
in Melbourne but has spent 
most of his Jesuit and 
priestly life in the north of 
Australia in Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
communities. Before 
taking up his role as 

Provincial July 2014, Brian was the Director of 
the Tertianship Program for the Australian Jesuit 
Province.  His PhD at The University of 
Melbourne was titled: Holding 
Men: Kanyirninpa and the health of Aboriginal 
men. 

 

Lecture 2:  Monday 25th March 2019 

Justice and Mercy - an Ignatian look at 
the weightier matters of the law 

Fr Justin Glyn SJ has a licentiate 
in canon law from St Paul 
University in Ottawa and was 
admitted to the Victorian legal 
profession in November 
2018.  Before entering the 
Society he practised law in 
South Africa and New Zealand 

and has a PhD in administrative and 
international law. 

Lecture 3:  Monday 1st April 2019 

Ignatian Spirituality and a time of 
conflict 

Fr Bill Uren SJ is Rector of 
Newman College at the 
University of Melbourne. A 
graduate of the Universities of 
Melbourne, Sydney, Oxford 
and the Melbourne College of 
Divinity, he has lectured in 
moral philosophy and 

bioethics at the Universities of Melbourne, 
Murdoch and Queensland, and has served on 
over a dozen clinical and research ethics 
committees in universities, hospitals and 
research institutes. 
 
 
 

Lecture 4:  Monday 8th April 2019. 

To be confirmed. 


