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From the CEO-Principal
A warm welcome to 2020 to all JCS students and 

faculty. This new year brings with it hope and new 
opportunities for our extended College community.

On January 1 “a new agile operating model 
and governance structure” for the Spirituality 
Ministry came into effect under the leadership 
of the inaugural CEO Br. Ian Cribb SJ. This new 
model opens up opportunities for graduates of 
JCS to participate in the spirituality of Ignatius in 
all states and territories. JCS alumni will be able to 
join mobile teams and through electronic technology 
offer supervision, spiritual direction and the Spiritual Exercises. We are 
excited by this new initiative and wish Br. Ian and his team every success.

The high standards and excellence of our programs draw students from across 
Australia and throughout South East Asia and the Pacific seeking quality forma-
tion and training within an Ignatian framework. We are so pleased to welcome 
new students to the JCS family as we welcome back those students who are 
continuing their higher education and formation journey.

As an Australasian Association of Supervision (AAOS) accredited training 
institute, JCS is delighted with the growth of our Supervision program under the 
guidance of Rev. Dr. Cecilia Francis and Emeritus Professor Margaret O’Connor. 
It is a sacred trust and we give thanks for the dedication of our Supervision 
candidates for their commitment to safeguarding children and those who are 
vulnerable.

This year we are also preparing to host our January 2021 International Ignatian 
Spirituality Conference, “Ignatian Spirituality in a time of Engagement” to 
celebrate the 500th anniversary of the conversion of St. Ignatius of Loyola. The 
conference will be held at Newman College and we invite all of our students and 
faculty to join with us to celebrate this auspicious event.

So, let us ask Ignatius to pray for us and the Holy Spirit to continue to guide and 
sustain us in our study, discernment, and mission.

Deborah Kent, 
CEO - Principal

Volume 3, Issue 1

Key Dates

  Semester 1 begins 
 Mon 24th February
 
  Semester 1 census date
 Tues 17th March

 Melbourne Graduation
 Fri 27th March

Studiorum is the community                                            
newsletter of the Jesuit  
College of Spirituality and, as 
such, we relish the  
opportunity to include  
contributions from our alumni, 
students, staff, faculty, 
and members of the wider 
community. If you would like 
to contribute to Studiorum 
please contact us at: 
enquiries@jcs.edu.au

In Jesuit History...

25th January 1540: 
birth of Edmund 
Campion in London.

14th January 1768: 
Jesuits were banned 
from the Duchy of 
Parma in Italy.

IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY
IN A TIME OF ENGAGEMENT

A conference in Melbourne, Australia
25-28 January 2021, Newman College

To register your interest and to apply to present a paper contact: enquiries@jcs.edu.au

Jesuit College of Spirituality presents
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Over the next few 
days I immersed myself 
in its compelling prose 
and emerged wanting 
to tell everyone I knew 
to go and read this 
book! I think James 
Martin’s assessment 
on the dust cover high-
lights just some, of its 
many great qualities:

Austen Ivereigh 
has established 
himself as the most astute historian of the 
pontificate of Pope Francis, through his 
meticulous research, dogged interviewing 
and vast knowledge of the church. His 
new book is a peerless look at the some-
times overwhelming challenges facing this

ground-breaking pope, whose task 
is at once simple and complex: to help 
the church proclaim the Gospel in the 
modern world. Learned, subtle, and 
deep, his book is indispensable for un-
derstanding this man and this church.

My first thought on finishing the book was how Jesuit 
Pope Francis really is! Of course, I knew this already, 
but Ivereigh’s narrative portrait lit up my awareness 
in a fresh and immediate way. A concurrent reaction
was a sense of awe at Francis’s powers of discern-
ment; he is gifted with the ability to sniff out the 
presence of the Spirit (and the enemy of the Spirit) in 
every dimension of contemporary life – the personal, 
the social, the political, and economic. I felt I had just 
finished reading a manual on ‘how to read the signs 
of the times’ in our contemporary world. I was left 
with the abiding sense that Francis is very much a 
Pope for this moment in history – to use Herbert Al-
phonso’s insight into ‘personal vocation’, Francis has 
been named by God to lead a fundamental renewal 
the Church in this turbulent and fractious time.  

Micheál Loughnane,
Academic Dean & 

Research Coordinator

From the Academic Dean

Over the past month, we have been interviewing 
candidates for our 2020 Arrupe program, and it is a 
source of wonder and joy to witness each individual’s 
growing awareness of God’s personal design or plan 
for them; not only this, but also their generosity and 
faithfulness in responding so magnanimously to this 
call. One of the most ubiquitous Jesuit mottos urges 
us to ‘find God in all things’; but I believe that God 
finds us in all the things we do, and all we have to do 
to experience God is to let ourselves be found in the 
ordinariness of our everyday experiences. I love the 
title of one of William Barry’s books on the Spiritual 
Exercises “Letting God Come Close”. In a certain 
sense, those four words express the whole purpose 
of the Exercises. 

As we begin our academic year, let’s hope that this 
might be the outcome for every student who enrols 
with us at JCS in 2020 – may we all strive to ‘let God 
come close’, and in receiving that grace, may others 
draw close to God through us! In the words of our 
pontiff, “may we enter into true friendship with Jesus 
so that following him closely, we may live with and for 
him”. (Pope Francis, Twitter, May 29, 2014).  

Summer Reading

Some of the best things come about by accident 
(or, perhaps it might be more accurate to call it 
providence!). During my summer holidays, just to kill 
time while waiting to see a film at the State Theatre 
in Hobart, I wandered into the bookshop next door 
to the cinema. I had no intention of purchasing 
anything as I had taken a good supply of summer 
reading with me from Melbourne, but as I scanned 
the ‘Just In’ section, my eye was taken by a striking 
and lengthy title on the bottom shelf – Wounded 
Shepherd: Pope Francis and His Struggle to Convert 
the Catholic Church written by Austen Ivereigh.

I suddenly had this very 
powerful sense that I must 
read this book; in that 
moment it felt very much 
like an instruction! I was 
very familiar with Ivereigh’s 
work in a range of Catholic 
journals, but I was not 
prepared for the impact this 
book was to have on me. 
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On the Spot!  Christiaan Jacobs-Vandegeer
Christiaan is Senior Lecturer in Theology at Australian 
Catholic University. He has also recently joined the JCS 
Council.  

Do you have a favourite film?

The Man from Snowy River. My parents used to say I rode a 
horse before I could walk. I grew up in Kentucky, where horses 
and horse-racing are ingrained in the culture. As a child, I 
watched Jim Craig chase down those brumbies time and time 
again. I had no idea I would one day move across the world to 
the land I heard about in Banjo Patterson’s poem.

What are you interested in that most people haven’t heard of?

Most people fall asleep if I talk about my work in theology. My oldest son once created a superhero comic. 
He said, “Look Dad, I put you in here!” Delighted, and rather surprised, I looked for what superhero power he 
recognized in me only to find a drawing of me with a cape, a mask, and a symbol emblazoned on my chest, 
which read: “Captain Boring.” The bad guys reclined on the street, fast asleep.  

What’s on your travel bucket list?

I would love to go to La Verna with my family. It’s the place where St Francis received the stigmata. A friend 
of mine visited and showed me photos several years ago. It has been with me ever since.Jesuit College of Spirituality 

175 Royal Parade, Parkville VIC 3052 
+61 3 9448 8276 

enquiries@jcs.edu.au 
www.jcs.edu.au 

 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN 
EXPERIENCING THE 
SPIRITUAL EXERCISES*? 
Retreat in Daily Life (19th Annotation)#  
A commitment to  

• Daily prayer (approx. 1 hour) 
• Making a Daily Examen 
• Meeting once a week with a Spiritual Director 

(We can connect you with Ignatian Spiritual 
Directors (interns and graduates) who have 
completed Arrupe® formation and training, a program recognised by the 
Australian Province of the Society of Jesus. 

If you wish to take the journey please email us at enquiries@jcs.edu.au with 
the following information; name, short biography, location, briefly state why 
you want to do the Exercises, and your openness to Spiritual Direction via 
video conference and/or in person. 

 

JCS also offers units of accredited study focused on the theory and 
practice of the Spiritual Exercises 

More information is available at www.jcs.edu.au or call (03) 9448 8276 
 

* THE SPIRITUAL EXERCISES OF ST IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA 
The Spiritual Exercises are practiced by many as a means of spiritual 

formation and discernment. So, what are they? 

St Ignatius (1491-1556) wrote a set of meditations, contemplations, and prayers based 
on his own spirituality and experiences. This text is known as the Spiritual Exercises and 
is the the basis of the rich tradition of Ignatian Spirituality.  

The Exercises were written as a manual, designed to be “given” to an individual by a 
Spiritual Director. They are intended to help the “receiver” deeply experience God, and 
to discern His will in their daily lives.  

 

#The Exercises can be experienced in two ways; either as a 30-day Retreat (known as 
the 20th Annotation), or as a Retreat in Daily Life over 30-36 weeks (known as the 19th 
Annotation).  
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From PhD Student, Kevin Dobbyn

We set out, five men in a 
boat, two piglets, 20 litres 
of water, three sacks of 
cooked swamp taro, and 
a helmsman new to the 
parish and the boat.  The 
regular sailor between the 
two islands of Marakei and 
Tarawa in Kiribati refused 
to go because of the 
storm, but  I had to get to 
Tarawa to catch a flight to 

Melbourne and what was then Melbourne College of 
Divinity.  Ideally, after travelling from one island to the 
other you can see Tarawa ahead of you and Marakei 
behind after forty minutes.  However, after passing 
several schools of flying fish, a whale (that I thankfully 
did not see), and amidst a heavily overcast sky, we 
realised the helmsman was not skilled enough to 
know which clouds had land under them and which 
did not; there was no sign of any land after two hours.

It was a new boat, a new motor, and we were not 
short of food or drink. We also had a priest on board 
for Eucharist if we were not too worried about there 
being no bread and wine!  But there were no life-
jackets and there was no compass. We did have a 
walkie-talkie, but only to discover that the battery was 
flat.  By nightfall we were not sure where we were.  It 
was cold and drizzly.  I found I drew inspiration from 
a story of our founder Marcellin Champagnat when 
he and a young brother were caught in snow in a 
whiteout.  We were in a blue-out.  

I found myself praying some of the earliest prayers 
I’d learned wondering if I would be alive enough to get 
to Melbourne, let alone complete the Master’s thesis 
I was working on.

The battery came in useful.  Combined with a two 
hundred metre rope it formed a sea anchor when we 
saw lights to our left.  Instead of going south-south-
west, we’d gone south-south-east well south of the 
bend in the back-to-front L-shaped island of Tarawa.  
The lights were those of the Korean purseiners in 
Betio port at the foot of Tarawa.  

We were ‘safe’ for the night.  By early morning 
when dawn was still rubbing the sleep out of her 
eyes, we noticed bits of driftwood.  We headed north 
east calculating that we had sufficient fuel.  Some 
thought they saw land – hard to tell when Kiribati has 
no mountains.  But on the crest of a wave I caught 
a glimpse of coconut trees.  We sailed on.  The sea 
was still choppy but there was more driftwood and a 
few birds appearing.

Eventually, after thirty hours at sea, we touched 
down on Abaiang, 
an island between 
Marakei and Tarawa.  
I kissed the ground, 
knowing full well I was 
made for the land and 
not the sea. Next day 
in the midst of rain 
we hugged the land 
to finally embark at 
Catholic HQ.  Some-
what bedraggled and 
traumatised by the 
experience, but now 
on firm ground.

Doctoral study is a little like such a journey.  One 
sets out with an idea in mind that a storm of reading 
and research begins to refine and reframe. While 
undergraduate work has you quoting and trusting 
everyone else, doctoral study demands your own 
voice, well-researched yes, but nonetheless your 
own voice.  It is not an easy adjustment particularly 
when you become aware of really how little you 
know, even if it is all connected, even if it is so 
specific.  It is an undertaking that demands a great 
deal of trust, in supervisors, in fellow students and 
in other resources, writers and people; all the more 
difficult when you work in a situation, not unlike 
remote Kiribati, with inadequate and intemperate 
internet connections.  But once land is sighted, 
the plan is set; it is best to hug the land, and resist 
the distraction of going elsewhere or even dallying 
to fish.  When you hug the land and connect the 
chapters and dots you’re on the home straight; the 
storm has abated and there is a bonus of having 
learned the real grace of humility, a grace that is 
perhaps called a doctorate.

Kiribati from above
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A New Year and a new decade, 2020!  This is 
always a busy time of year in the Registrar chair 
but also a pleasant one as I meet potential and new 
students, re-connect with current students and feel 
the thrill and excitement our students have with 
the opportunities for their upcoming study.  As we 
are in 2020 and technology is readily available, 
we have many more online students, either 
those studying full awards wholly online or those 
studying some subjects online.  This has really 
opened the world to JCS and JCS to the world.  

Our students come from many countries around 
the world, whether relocating on a student visa 
for the length of their study or studying online 
and flying in and out for intensives.  Our students 
also come from every state and territory in 
Australia.  I think that’s an impressive statistic!  

From the Registrar
Our students connect from 

capital cities and metropolitan 
areas as well as regional areas 
in most states.  This shows 
where higher education and 
online learning is at throughout 
the world and there are many 
more possibilities in this space.

Below are diagrams showing 
where our students are 
located.

I officially welcome all our 
new students to study at JCS 
in 2020.  We know you are going to have a great 
experience and that your study will assist you in your 
academic and personal formation goals. Wishing you a 
great year ahead!

Katica Buccheri
Registrar

(continued on next page)
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From the Registrar (cont’d)
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Over the holidays I went on a four-week holiday to 
Europe; I visited Greece, Czechia, Austria, Hungary, 
and England. It was my first Northern Hemisphere winter 
(though it turned out to be a very mild one), and my first 
Christmas away from home. 

I’ve always loved the concept of pilgrimage. It is the 
natural meeting point of two of my great loves; theology 
and travel. I deeply admire the pilgrims of history who had 
much harder journeys than any we face today; travelling 
to holy sites was usually a long and uncomfortable 
journey, and pilgrims often risked perilous conditions 
and terrains to reach their destinations. But so strong 
was their faith that their prayers would be answered at 
these sacred sites! People often undertook pilgrimage 
as a form of penitence or devotion, and the long and 
difficult nature of the journey must have felt like they 
were really paying their dues. It is significant that even 
today, when we have the option of quick and comfortable 
travel, so many people opt to undertake pilgrimages in 
their ancient form; refusing planes and motor vehicles, 
instead walking long distances for weeks and months 
at a time, with little luxury but the items they carry with 
them day in and out. There appears to be some value in 
the hard work and long-term commitment of the journey 
of a pilgrimage that remains important for its rewards.

Next on my modern-day pilgrimage bucket list is 
Santiago de Compostela, though I’d also like to visit 
less-traditional sites of pilgrimage; Mt Sinai in Egypt, 
and the Hagia Sophia in Istanbul among them. There is 
a lot for me to look forward to!

Canterbury Cathedral

St Vitus’ Cathedral, Prague

Another highlight was a day-trip from London to Canterbury 
to visit Canterbury Cathedral, a popular destination for 
medieval pilgrims wanting to pray at the grave of St Thomas 
A’Beckett, who was martyred there in 1170. But the church is 
also worth visiting on its own architectural merits. 

While the exterior is currently heavily scaffolded, the nave, 
the cloisters, and especially the Romanesque crypt (where I 
attended a mass) were nevertheless marvellous. I’d studied 
the Canterbury Tales in high school, and it felt personally 
significant to finally be at this ancient and sacred site of 
pilgrimage myself... even if my own pilgrimage took less than 
two hours by climate-controlled train.

Visiting churches is one of my favourite parts of 
travelling. In this vein, one of the “ecclesiastical” highlights 
of my holiday was St Vitus Cathedral in Prague. The 
construction history of this cathedral is – like that of many 
other churches – long and complex, but despite its many 
updates, the building is still a spectacular demonstration 
of Gothic architecture. Its detailed exterior, immense 
height, vaulted ceiling, and bright stained-glass windows 
are strikingly beautiful. I spent a long time wandering in 
and around its walls, and this building has become one 
of my favourites in Europe. 

The Parthenon, Athens

From the Student Engagement Officer
 Sarah Cook
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Where Are They Now?

Studiorum chats with former JCS student Jinhyuk Park, who has recently 
completed a Master of Philosophy. 

What are you doing now? 
I am in Serei Saophoan in Cambodia working as a director of Staff 
Professional Development at Xavier Jesuit School. My role includes 
supporting and accompanying staff, and I will also be involved with organising 
some workshops and opportunities for professional development. 

I am also assigned to coordinate the Fe y Alegria (Faith and Joy) 
movement in Cambodia. Fe y Alegria is an educational movement initiated 
in Latin America and its mission is the transformation of society through 
quality education for the poorest. Jesuits in Cambodia have been working 
through the Apostolic Prefecture of Battambang, Jesuit Service Cambodia, 
and a new project of Xavier Jesuit School; since all three sectors have been 
involved with providing with access to education and quality education for 
the poorest, we are now trying to collaborate with each other more actively 
and constructively so that we can enable people to become the main 
agents in the transformation of their reality through engaging in the Fe y 
Alegria movement.

What is your best memory of JCS?
My best memory of JCS is learning from my supervisor. Since I was a research student, I had a great privilege 
to meet my supervisors often, particularly my principal supervisor Professor Maryanne Confoy. Among several 
significant encounters, I remember one day when I was stuck in my writing and not able to show any progress 
during the supervision session. I told her, ‘I am sorry. You always give me your time generously. But I don’t have 
anything to show you today. This is my limitation.’ Then Maryanne told me, ‘My heart aches when I hear the 
situation of Cambodia, but I cannot do much for Cambodians. However, when I hear the news of Cambodia, I will 
think of you and the work you do with them, and I will be happy that I can contribute to your work there. Because 
of your limitation, you need me, but all of us have limitations. That’s why we need each other. And that is why 
Jesus made community of disciples…’

Her words really warmed my heart; I felt moved by her compassionate, wise, and resonant response. This 
experienced humbled me and encouraged me. It also enabled me to realise once more that Christian ministry 
begins with humility and acknowledging the needs of others and that this is why we are called to work together 
as community. It is really consoling to remember that the work I am invited to do daily is to share what I have 
received and learned from many teachers from all walks of life.

In particular, thanks to the words of my supervisor, I will remember that I won’t be alone in my work here and 
that I will be in communion with those who gave themselves generously to me and shared their wisdom with me. 
I will also remember that I belong to the community of those who are deeply united in the love and mercy of God 
and of those who offer themselves to the call of building the Kingdom of God here and now. 
.
What are your plans for the future?

As I mentioned above, my plan is to find ways to have more close link with Fe y Alegria to learn from their 
experiences in working for quality education for the poor. I hope that we can begin the pilot project of FyA in 
Cambodia before the mid-year. In addition, I would like to be involved in leadership development of young 
Cambodians for the building up of communities of solidarity. 

I would be grateful to you for prayers for a challenging yet meaningful mission in Cambodia. Thank you.

Jinhyuk Park at 
Xavier Jesuit School in Serei 
Saophoan. These same two 

students appeared in the poster 
of the 2019 Maytime Fair at 
Xavier College in Melbourne
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UPCOMING EVENTS

  
 
 

 

  
Jesuit College of Spirituality  

invites you to 
 

ACADEMIC WRITING SKILLS 
WORKSHOP 

 

All JCS and University of Divinity Students are welcome 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 27th February 
 

3:00pm-4:30pm 
 

Jesuit College of Spirituality 
175 Royal Parade, Parkville 

(accessible by stairs only) 
 

 
 

During this workshop, Dr Micheál Loughnane (Academic Dean of JCS) will go through the 
elements of Academic Writing Skills, including; 

• How to manage your time 
• How to conduct research for 

assessments (Spirituality and 
Spiritual Direction) 

• How to read sources critically 
• How to plan and structure an 

academic essay 

• Tips for proof-reading and 
editing 

• How to reference your work 
with the Turabian style 

• And more! 
 

 
This workshop will be especially useful for students returning to study, students who have 
not studied theology or the humanities before, or those wanting to improve their academic 

writing skills 
 
 

Please RSVP by Friday 21st February to enquiries@jcs.edu.au or 03 9448 8276 
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UPCOMING EVENTS Jesuit College of Spirituality 
175 Royal Parade, Parkville VIC 3052 

+61 3 9448 8276 
enquiries@jcs.edu.au 

www.jcs.edu.au 

 

ENDNOTE SEMINAR 
Thursday 26th March 2020 
2:00-4:00pm 
Jesuit College of Spirituality  
175 Royal Parade, Parkville 3052 
 
All JCS and University of 
Divinity students welcome 

 

By popular demand, JCS is holding another Endnote* seminar in order to introduce 
students to the Endnote referencing software.  

 

At this seminar two experienced Endnote users – Dr Micheál Loughnane and Dr Sarah 
Cook – will explain the basics of Endnote that will give you a working understanding 
of how to use the program in your own academic work. 

 

*Endnote is a referencing software that helps you to manage references and 
bibliography. It is widely used for academic purposes, including essays and especially 
theses. The program is available for all students to download through the University 
of Divinity. 

Please RSVP by Friday 20th March to 
enquiries@jcs.edu.au or 03 9448 8276 

 

 

In order to be prepared for the workshop, please ensure you already have 
installed Endnote on your laptop. 

You can do this by; 

1. Completing an Endnote Access form 
2. Sending the form to endnote@divinity.edu.au 
3. You will then be emailed a link, from which you can directly download the 

program  

If you have any trouble, please contact Sarah Cook: scook@jcs.edu.au 

 

 



Jesuit College of Spirituality 
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+61 3 9448 8276 
enquiries@jcs.edu.au 
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2020 LENTEN PUBLIC LECTURE SERIES 
 
Jesuit College of Spirituality is proud to host four public lectures during Lent. The public 
lectures may be attended individually or as a series. Please RSVP one week in advance of your 
intention to attend by email to enquiries@jcs.edu.au 

Venue:  Jesuit College of Spirituality, 175 Royal Parade, Parkville VIC 3052 

Time:  6:00pm to 8:00pm 

Cost:  Gold coin donation 

RSVP: Telephone: (03) 9448 8276, or by email: enquiries@jcs.edu.au 
 

Lecture 1:  Thursday 12th March 2020 

Composition of Place: Ignatian 
Spirituality and the Mind of a Historian 

Shane Carmody is a historian 
with a great love of libraries 
and archives. Shane has 
worked for the National 
Archives of Australia, the 
State Library of Victoria and 
the University Library at the 
University of Melbourne. He 

has presented papers at many conferences, leads 
annual tours of Great Libraries of England, and 
has managed major international exhibitions. 

 

Lecture 2:  Thursday 19th March 2020 

Exploring Michael Leunig’s Prayer for 
Balance – Aligning Our Inner and Outer 
Lives 

Fr Chris Gleeson SJ has 
spent most of his working 
life as a teacher and 
administrator in Jesuit 
schools, nearly 21 of 
which as Principal of both 
Xavier College in 
Melbourne and St. 

Ignatius’ College, Riverview, in Sydney. In 
2016, he took on the new role of Provincial 
Delegate for Ignatian Formation. Chris 
currently serves on the Jesuit College of 
Spirituality Council. 

Lecture 3:  Thursday 26th March 2020 

The Spirituality of Aging: A Paschal 
Experience? 

Professor Maryanne Confoy 
RSC is a Religious Sister of 
Charity and is a Fellow of the 
University of Divinity. Maryanne 
has completed postgraduate 
studies at Boston College and 
Harvard Graduate School of 
Education, and a PhD in 

Theology and Education from Boston College. 
This lecture addresses key elements of Ignatian 
spirituality with a focus on experiences of life, 
death and resurrection in the second half of life.   
 
Lecture 4:  Thursday 2nd April 2020 

The Years of the Suppression of the 
Jesuits 

Fr Michael Head SJ joined the 
Jesuits in 1967. He has worked 
in secondary schools, university 
colleges and the Jesuit 
Theologate. Michael is currently 
Province Archivist for the 
Australian Jesuit Province and 

superior of Campion House, which is a 
community of retiring Jesuits. He is the author of 
several history books, including The Vine and the 
Branches: The Fruits of the Sevenhill Mission. 




