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From the CEO-Principal
A warm welcome to 2020 to all JCS students and 

faculty. This new year brings with it hope and new 
opportunities for our extended College community.

As we come to the end of the Semester - which 
began very differently to how it has ended - I 
commend all of our students and faculty on the way 
they have quickly adjusted to meet the challenges 
we have faced due to the effects of the COVID19 
epidemic.

Sheltering in place these last few months has not prevented us from 
engaging with each other, discovering that new ways of doing things can also 
be better ways of doing things and that care and consideration of others can 
be activated in new and creative ways.

We have been delighted by the enthusiastic response from students, faculty 
and the wider JCS community to our news of our new partnership in mission 
with the Australian Catholic University (ACU) commencing next year. We thank 
you for your prayers, encouragement and commitment to JCS. The benefits 
for our students are significant and the opportunities ahead will unfold as we 
journey into next year.

I would also like to acknowledge all the behind the scenes work that has 
been done and is being completed by my team and our faculty to continue 
to improve all our units and awards and to ensure a smooth transition. Our 
ACU partners have been welcoming and are offering unlimited assistance to 
ensure that all at JCS feel immediately at home.

I wish all of our students the best with their semester 2 studies recalling 
the wise advice of our father Ignatius of Loyola: “They who carry God in their 
heart bear heaven wherever they go”.

.

Deborah Kent, 
CEO - Principal

Volume 3, Issue 2

Key Dates

  Semester 2 begins 
 Mon 27th July
 
  St Ignatius’ Feast Day
 Fri 31st July 

  Non-teaching period
 Mon 21st Sept - 
 Fri 2 Oct

Studiorum is the community                                            
newsletter of the Jesuit  
College of Spirituality and, as 
such, we relish the  
opportunity to include  
contributions from our alumni, 
students, staff, faculty, 
and members of the wider 
community. If you would like 
to contribute to Studiorum 
please contact us at: 
enquiries@jcs.edu.au

In Jesuit History...

13th July 1572: 
The first Jesuits enter 
Mexico.

28th July 1944: 
Arrest of Alfred Delp 
SJ in Nazi Germany. 
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But could this all be 
a retreat into an aes-
thetic escapism? Is it 
an attempt to create 
my own little illusory 
world, a bubble of ‘fake’ 
peace and harmony 
while those around me 
suffer chronic anxiety 
and economic hardship 
during this pandemic? 
The answer is, it cer-
tainly could be, and 
certainly would be, 
if I didn’t invite (in the depths of my own heart) the 
suffering of my family and the rest of humanity into 
that experience – and, if I didn’t do something to help 
those who are in a far more extreme state of pain 
and anguish than my own. But at a time when we are 
assailed by an excess of negative stimuli via the in-
cessant reportage and commentary on the Covid-19, 
with pundits of all hues proffering their insights, we 
can easily be drained of a sense of life and hope. It is 
precisely in such times that we need silence, peace, 
and consolation, as well as the wisdom of timeless 
treasures within our tradition – a space to make 
some sense of it all. As the Second Vatican Council’s 
‘Message to Artists’ declares, “the world has need 
of beauty, so as not to fall into despair. Beauty, like 
truth, puts joy into the hearts of human beings. It is 
a precious fruit which resists the wear and tear of 
time”. We desperately need such precious fruit in 
these troubled times.

Micheál Loughnane,
Academic Dean & 

Research Coordinator

From the Academic Dean

Experiencing beauty in the 
midst of Coronavirus 

Since Covid-19 came upon us, I have personally 
drawn strength from a number of sources: prayer, 
family, nature and stories of hope from all around the 
world.  To celebrate the feast of St. Aloysius Gonzaga, 
the Australian Jesuits Facebook page showcased 
‘stories of service’; these were stories of ordinary 
people responding with care and generosity in this 
time of contingency, fear and exclusion. We can 
all draw strength and consolation from these living 
witnesses of hope and be inspired to imitate their 
commitment to the common good. Personally, I feel a 
vicarious joy and hope when I read these stories and 
meet such people, because they show that the spirit 
of God is alive in the human heart, impelling us to do 
good and to build communities of solidarity and hope. 

But hope comes not only from external sources 
such as the self-giving actions of others, it is also 
nurtured through our more personal and individual 
habits and loves. For me, music has been both a 
balm and a consolation through these strange and 
strained times. My heart responds joyfully to almost 
any music, but I have a special love for Gregorian 
Chant and renaissance polyphony - the music of 
composers such as Palestrina, Byrd, Victoria, Tallis, 
Sheppard, White, Josquin and many others. The 
dates for the Spanish composer Cristóbal de Morales, 
for example, are almost exactly contemporaneous 
with those of Ignatius of Loyola. I find it very moving 
to hear the music that Ignatius might have heard. 
I could not possibly explain what it is about this 
music that speaks to me so intimately, but when I 
hear it, it is as though a veil of silence falls from the 
heavens, and my heart drifts upward like smoking 
incense. It is pure prayer engraved in sound. I 
sometimes feel convinced that this is the music of 
heaven itself. But any attempt to communicate this 
experience always falls short, as Gerald O’Collins 
observes in his recent book The Beauty of Christ, 
“there always remains a surplus of meaning in what 
is beautiful”, just as “there is always an absolute 
surplus of meaning in God and the divine beauty”. 

The music of Cristóbal de Morales, a contemporary of 
Ignatius

(continued on next page)
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From the Academic Dean

Experiencing beauty in the midst of 
Coronavirus (continued) 

I would go as far as to say that to let ourselves 
experience beauty (of whatever form) at this time, 
is not only desirable, it is a duty and a vocation. 
It is a way of reminding ourselves of something 
other, something that lies beyond the immediate 
and the ephemeral and draws us out of our time, 
and into a realm of being that lies beyond time, 
beyond the limits and limitedness of our present 
experience. Through contemplating what is beautiful 
we transcend time and our present historical reality, 
and instead inhabit all time and all of human history. 
Not only this, it fills us with longing for a future yet 
unseen, a future where “all shall be well, and all 
manner of thing shall be well” (Julian of Norwich).  

Towards the end of his autobiography, the great 
communicator of the experience of faith, Thomas 
Merton, pens an extended meditation on the beauty 
of the liturgical year. Everything you sing, he reflects, 
“is a cry of ardent desire for grace, for help . . .” 
This is precisely what beautiful music can evoke 
within us, and how necessary it is for us to send 
up this cry of ardent desire for grace and for help in 
this time of Covid-19! Merton then goes on to offer 
an astonishing reflection on the what can only be 
described as a ‘sacrament of the present moment’:

The cold stones of the Abbey church ring 
with a chant that glows with living flame, with 
clean, profound desire. It is an austere

warmth, the warmth of Gregorian chant. It 
is deep beyond ordinary emotion, and that 
is one reason why you never get tired of 
it. It never wears you out by making a lot 
of cheap demands on your sensibilities. 
Instead of drawing you out into the open 
field of feelings where your enemies, the 
devil and your own imagination and the 
inherent vulgarity of your own corrupted 
nature, can get at you with their blades and 
cut you to pieces, it draws you within, where 
you are lulled in peace and recollection and 
where you find God. 

(The Seven Storey Mountain)

Here we have a cogent theological apologia for the 
beautiful and the true. In an interview back in early 
April, when the numbers of coronavirus infections 
were on the rise, Pope Francis expressed the view 
that the pandemic, while creating great anxiety and 
hardship, also presented an opportunity for con-
version of heart. “I’m living this as a time of great 
uncertainty” he reflected, “It’s a time for inventing, for 
creativity . . . The creativity of the Christian needs 
to show forth in opening up new horizons, opening 
windows, opening transcendence toward God and 
toward people.” (“A Time of Great Uncertainty”, by 
Austen Ivereigh in Commonweal).

My hope is that all those who come to study with 
us at JCS during this time of coronavirus will be giv-
en these gifts – that they will open windows to new 
horizons, and that their creativity will show forth in 
opening up new ways of experiencing the transcen-
dent (which is to say, beauty), within themselves, 
and, through their encounters with others. 

The beauty 
of music in 

a pandemic. 
Music group La 
Capella Reial 
de Cataluny 

pictured. 
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  On the Spot!  Nicole Ridler
Nicole Ridler is Executive Assistant to the Provincial of the Australian 
Jesuits. 

What has been one highlight in your role as EA to the 
Provincial?

One highlight was organising and attending the Province 
Gathering that was held in April last year.  It provided me with an 
opportunity to finally meet many Jesuits and those who lead the 
various Ministries within our Province and to finally put a face to 
many names I regularly corresponded with or spoke to over the 
phone.  What stood out the most for me during the three-day event 
was being in the presence of each person that represented our 
Province collectively and feeling part of that wider community.  It 
was pretty special.   

What’s been your favourite lock-down activity?

Taking every opportunity to enjoy the sunshine! Sometimes going for a nice walk on my lunch breaks or on 
the weekends and working outside on the verandah at home during the week!   

What was the most memorable gift you’ve received?

The most memorable gift I have received was the wisdom passed on by my paternal grandmother.  She 
experienced many challenges in her life, however her legacy that is carried by many members of my family 
is to always be grateful for what you have in life, to give abundantly to those that don’t have much, and to 
remember that we are all unconditionally loved by God.  Every birthday card that she gave me ended with a 
P.S. that said “Jesus loves you and so do I”.  She passed away in 2017 at the age of 94.

The DML is currently closed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Library services are being restructured 
to provide content for colleges as the first 
priority. A message addressing access to 
content will be sent to College staff and 
research students by the end of this week.

Queries about borrowing, renewal, returns, 
opening etc. can be directed to the library 
website. We cannot respond to individual 
queries - all the information is on library 
notices and the website will be updated 
regularly. 

https://www.dml.vic.edu.au/

Dalton McCaughey Library Update
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Semester 1, 2020, done and dusted!  For some that 
might be a relief, for others a shock that we are half-
way through 2020!  What a year it has been so far!  
The world turned on its head with the coronavirus 
pandemic which we’re still navigating through.  
For some, looking back over the last 3 months or 
so, we feel a sense of achievement, for having 
survived, for being healthy, for still having a job.  For 
others, it has been a true test of their spirit and their 
sense of self.  The community of JCS has been in 
continuous (virtual) contact with our students, to 
ensure those that are finding the current situation 
difficult, have support, not just for their studies, but 
to have a chat and to know that someone cares.

It seems a long time ago that we were planning 
2020 and were excited to be welcoming three 
international guest lecturers to JCS for Semester 
2;  Rev Dr Pavulraj Michael SJ who had previously 
taught with us in 2017; Professor Gordon Rixon SJ 
and Associate Professor Johnny Go SJ.  Although 
they are no longer able to fly to Australia, it is amazing 
that we have the technology that will still allow them 
to deliver the units and for students to be able to

From the Registrar
experience their wealth 
of knowledge.  All three 
lecturers are excited and 
keen to be lecturing for JCS.

In amongst everything 
else, we made an exciting 
announcement that JCS will 
be collaborating with ACU from 
2021!  This is a historic moment 
for the Jesuit community 
and JCS and will bring many 
exciting opportunities for 
our students for the future.  
For now, everything is still 
‘business as usual’ as much as possible, and we will be in 
touch with those concerned from September as to how the 
transition will work.

I’m wishing all students, faculty and the wider community, 
many blessings as we continue to navigate the strange 
land of 2020.  I look forward to the end of the year when 
we can look back at the year and be grateful for all that we 
have achieved.

Katica Buccheri
Registrar
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From the Student Engagement Officer

2020 has been a year that we will always remember. I hope that all of you have 
been able to stay safe and stay well, and that you have had the opportunities to 
look after yourself spiritually and mentally. As I write this, the lock-down continues 
for large swathes of Victoria, and so this event seems far from over just yet. 

As this pandemic has progressed, I have found myself repeatedly thinking of the 
Catholic Social Thought principle, the Common Good. The Common Good can be 
described as the conditions which enable everyone to flourish. It means that the 
needs of all people are met - not just a few, not just the wealthy or the powerful or 
the educated or the healthy—but all. 

One aspect of the common good is that it is the responsibility of everyone; not just 
government and organisations, but also the individual. The Common Good also 
requires small self-sacrifice from people in order to try and achieve this outcome; 
these sacrifices can be anything from your effort to your time to some discomfort – all in an effort to ensure that 
the needs of all people are met.

There have been many moments in this pandemic where we have been asked to make these sorts of “self-
sacrifices” in order to achieve the Common Good. From not hugging loved ones, to staying away from them 
altogether, to staying at home, to getting tested when necessary, to making the time to check in on people who 
might be feeling particularly alone. Some of these measures have proven incredibly challenging, but I have 
found the idea of the Common Good helpful in this environment; to know that some of the more personally 
difficult aspects of this pandemic have a greater purpose. 

On a pastoral note; I know that this era is proving challenging on many levels; the financial stress, the social 
isolation, and the challenges of technology. If at any time you would like guidance or help or academic support, 
please send me an email. I would be very happy to “meet” with you digitally to give you the support you need. 

One of the joys of my work is being able to interact with so many lovely people – colleagues, students, and 
wider Jesuit ministries – and I have really missed this aspect of work. I wish all our students very well for the 
upcoming semester, and hope that we can all start seeing each other again in person before too long.

Sarah Cook,
Student Engagement 

Officer

Now available:  JCS Merchandise!
A range of JCS-branded merchandise is now available from our 

website. We have mugs, reusable coffee cups, and polo shirts for 
sale. Details at www.jcs.edu.au/merchandise
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Which specific place are you most looking 
forward to visting once this is all over?
Katica Buccheri: “The gym.  I’ve realised how 
much I enjoy going to the gym and doing different 
classes.  It’s not the same doing them at home”.
Sarah Cook: “Restaurants! Whilst having ‘video 
dinners’ with friends is a working alternative, I 
really miss socialising over delicious food in a 
lively atmosphere. I also really miss weekly family 
dinners at my parents’ house. These lock-downs 
have made me realise how much a shared meal 
contributes to bonding and community”.

What’s a story – from a book, a movie, an 
article, a conversation – that you’ve been 
gripped by recently? 
Micheál Loughnane: “I was gripped by two 
documentaries: 1) I am Not Your Negro by James 
Baldwin, and 2) The Australian Dream. They were 
disturbing, enlightening, and inspiring”.
Deborah Kent: “Elon Musk’s Space X project”.

Which member of your family/friend group 
have you been thinking about the most 
during this time?
Deborah Kent: “My Mum because of her 
vulnerability to the virus”.
Katica Buccheri: “My parents.  They live in Europe 
and early on it was quite unsettling knowing that if 
we needed to, neither us could get to each other.  
Luckily they are both healthy and in an area with 
relatively low Covid-19 cases but it’s still something 
at the back of my mind, particularly as we go into 
further lock-downs and restrictions with no real end 
in sight”.

What do you hope we all learn or take away 
from this experience?
Sarah Cook: “I hope that we can remember the beauty 
that shone through in this darkness. That when it really 
counted, so many people did the right thing, and were 
generous, loving, and caring”.
Micheál Loughnane: “That we are all interconnected, 
and that what each of us decides to do really matters”.

What’s giving you hope right now?
Deborah Kent: “This too shall pass”.
Micheál Loughnane: “The generosity of the medical 
profession and all the other workers who are keeping 
all our complex systems going”.
Katica Buccheri: “My friendships. I always knew I 
had amazing friends however during this time, it has 
shown me how much they care and everyone has 
really stepped up to support each other, especially 
as many of them live alone. Many have found this 
whole process challenging and isolating, living alone 
and working from home and having minimal physical 
interaction with others. We regularly check in with 
each other (for the first month or so it was a daily video 
conference) and we all shared a highlight and lowlight 
of the day. Although we haven’t been able to see other 
for the most part, I think it’s brought many of us closer 
together”.
Sarah Cook: “I am looking forward to a future time 
where this is behind us. It will be a while before we 
can “get on the beers”, but I look forward to that future 
every day”. 

Where Are WE Now?

Like millions of others in Australia, the current pandemic has meant that JCS staff and faculty have been 
forced to continue working in very new environments. Studiorum spoke with a number of the JCS team to 
see how they are going in the lock-down.  
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SPECIAL OFFER
Jesuit College of Spirituality 

175 Royal Parade, Parkville VIC 3052 
+61 3 9448 8276 

enquiries@jcs.edu.au 
www.jcs.edu.au 

 

 

A JCS “SHELTER IN PLACE” FORMATION OFFER 
AVAILABLE ONLY TO THOSE SERVING IN PROVINCE MINISTRIES  

 

COVaudit (Not for academic credit) $1,320 NOW $19 (per person per unit) 

 

As we do our part to #stopthespread and #flattenthecurve we can also increase our 
knowledge and understanding of Ignatian Spirituality.   

At Jesuit College of Spirituality you can audit units presented by leading Jesuits for the 
special COVID19 rate of $19 per unit!  

Each application must be accompanied by a recommendation from your head of 
ministry or council chair affirming your present service. This offer is open to 
permanent, casual and volunteer staff.  

NB: There is no limit to the number of applications per ministry. 

Your $19 will give you access to all online material, recorded lectures and live 
tutorials. 

 

To Enrol  

Applicants must send the completed Audit form and letter of recommendation to the 
Registrar, Katica Buccheri: registrar@jcs.edu.au 

 

So, join Pavulraj, Gordon and Johnny from the safety of your home - we are 
#allinthistogether. 

 

 
(continued on next page)
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