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Greetings from the Arrupe Coordinator   
 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǎǳŎƘ ¢ƘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ±ƻƛŎŜƭŜǎǎΩ 

All [Jesuits] should act on behalf of the poor, many should be near 
the poor, and a few should be as the poor. (Fr Pedro Arrupe SJ) 

¢ƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘ !ǊǳƴŘƘŀǘƛ wƻȅΣ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ΨǾƻƛŎŜƭŜǎǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜŘΣ ƻǊ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŀōƭȅ ǳƴƘŜŀǊŘέΦ  

If we return to the origins of the 
Jesuit tradition, we can see that 
there was a profound feet-on-

ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ΨƘŜŀǊƛƴƎΩ ǘƘŜ 
ΨŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŀōƭȅ ǳƴƘŜŀǊŘΩΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ 
former Father General of the Society, Peter-Hans 
YƻƭǾŜƴōŀŎƘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘΣ άLƎƴŀǘƛǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴǎ 
heard the cry of the poor in an entirely natural and, of 
course, spiritual way. They could not have imagined 
introducing themselves as companions of Jesus without 
assuming his preferentiŀƭ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊΦέ (Peter-Hans 
YƻƭǾŜƴōŀŎƘΣ ά! ǇŀǎŎƘŀƭ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέ ƛƴ tǊƻƳƻǘƛƻ 
Iustitiae). YƻƭǾŜƴōŀŎƘΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ the late 
WƻƘƴ hΩaŀƭƭŜȅ who mentions seven specific ministries that 
occupied the minds and hearts of the first Jesuits: 
peacemaking, hospitals and prisons, ministry to the dying, 
ministry to prostitutes, orphans and daughters of 
ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎΣ WŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ΨbŜǿΩ /ƘǊƛǎǘians, confraternities, and 
the Marian congregations.  The first Jesuits even begged 
money to ransom prisoners who had been taken by the 
Turks; served as chaplain-nurses on military and naval 
expeditions and were so successful in preaching against 
slave-taking raids by the Portuguese in Brazil that for some time the practiced stoppedΦ όWƻƘƴ hΩaŀƭƭŜȅΣ The First 
Jesuits, p. 168).  

But history is complex and reveals some very unpalatable truths. Listen to the confronting podcast below on 
the history of the ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ƛǘΦ DƭƻǊƛŀ tǳǊǾƛǎΩ 
Podcast is titled An honest look at slavery in the Christian tradition and it certainly lives up to the title! Gloria 
interviews Chris Kellermam SJ about his new book, All Oppression Shall Cease: A History of Slavery, 
Abolitionism and The Catholic Church. It is a history that will leave you asking many disconcerting questions 
about authority, church practices and injustice. 

Our Contemporary Context 
 
Reaching right down to the present day, a preferential option for the poor is still front and centre of the 
Jesuit mission. For example, in Australia we have Jesuit Social Services (JSS), Jesuit Mission, and Jesuit Refugee 
Service (JRS) as well as many other apostolates which directly support those who struggle and are treated with 
indignity. An important part of the mission in Australia (and internationally) is the vital task of analysis of the 
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https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2022/09/12/john-omalley-obituary-jesuit-history-243737
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2022/09/12/john-omalley-obituary-jesuit-history-243737
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2022/11/01/catholic-church-slavery-244068?utm_source=piano&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2928&pnespid=v711Gj9CO.5H0.bRqWimAp_DvB2jCZZ0d.Gy2LU1pBlmBLKdH_75nno02QhfxUS2uMd_jizi
https://orbisbooks.com/products/all-opression-shall-cease-a-history-of-slavery-abolitionism-and-the-catholic-church
https://orbisbooks.com/products/all-opression-shall-cease-a-history-of-slavery-abolitionism-and-the-catholic-church
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reasons for injustice, as well as advocacy work with those who struggle to be heard. For example, at a national 
level, the JSS report Dropping off the Edge 2021, makes for sobering reading as it analyses and quantifies the 
persistent and multilayered disadvantage in Australia. In this edition of the newsletter you can connect with the 
work being done by JSS, Jesuit Mission and JRS Australia. 
 
But there is perhaps one area of our mission that could do with more focussed attention. It is no secret that Pope 
Francis takes every opportunity to make the connection between authentic Christianity and our relationship with 
the poor. We usually interpret this to mean that we ought to align ourselves to be in solidarity with the poor 
through providing food, shelter, education, companionship, and other forms of material and psychological 
support (all necessary and laudableύΤ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ƻǇŜƴǎ ƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǎŜŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άǿƻǊǎǘ 
ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊΦ IŜ ŜƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ƛƴ Evangelii Gaudium (The 
Joy of the Gospel): 
 

Since this Exhortation is addressed to members of the Catholic Church, I want to say, with regret, 
that the worst discrimination which the poor suffer is the lack of spiritual care. The great majority 
of the poor have a special openness to the faith; they need God and we must not fail to offer 
them his friendship, his blessing, his word, the celebration of the sacraments and a journey of 
growth and maturity in the faith. Our preferential option for the poor must mainly translate into 
a privileged and preferential religious care. (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, No. 200) 

 
It is in this concern, this focus, that we discover the intersection between spiritual direction and the preferential 
option for the poor. We provide spiritual care. But tƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ άǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ōǊǳƛǎŜŘΣ ƘǳǊǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊǘȅέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜ proposes. (Evangelii Gaudium, No. 49) 

άJesus the IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎέ Sculpture by Canadian artist Timothy Schmalz 

 
The contemporary spiritual director is called to have the courage to hear the voices that are Ψdeliberately silenced 
and preferably unheard Ψς not just at an individual one-to-one level, but at a societal level as well. Spiritual direction 
takes place within a wider socio-cultural and socio-historical context. With deep intentionality we move away from 
power positions and instead move to places of vulnerability, fragility, and solidarity ς and this stance, this 
positioning with our feet, gradually changes reality. This is what it might mean to be Ψŀ contemplative in ŀŎǘƛƻƴΩ  
in the contemporary world. And, as Joan Chittister OSB reminds us,  
 

true contemplation is the most subversive and dangerous of activities because it not only 
brings us face to face with God, it brings us, as well, face to face with the world, and then it 
brings us face to face with the self; and then, of course, something must be done . . . 
because nothing stays the same once we have found the God within. We become new 

https://jss.org.au/research-and-advocacy/dropping-off-the-edge-2021/
https://jss.org.au/
https://jesuitmission.org.au/
https://aus.jrs.net/en/jesuit-refugee-service/
https://institute.mercy.org.au/sr-joan-chittister-osb-visit-to-australia/
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people, and in the doing, see everything around us newly too. We become connected to 
everything, to everyone. We carry the whole world in our hearts, the oppression of all 
peoples, the suffering of our friends, the burdens of our enemies, the raping of the earth, 
the hunger of the starving, the joyous expectation every laughing child has a right to. Then, 
the zeal for justice consumes us. Then, action and prayer are one. 
 (Joan Chittister, https://cac.org/daily-meditations/aligning-ourselves-with-gods-heart-
2022-10-18/) 

 
It would be difficult to find a better example of this intimate bond between contemplation and action than the 
Ψ/ǳǇǇŀ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ WŜǎǳƛǘΩ ǿƛǘƘ CǊ {ǘŜǾŜ {ƛƴƴ {W ƛƴ .ŀǘƘǳǊǎǘ. In some sense everything that needs to be said about 
spirituality and justice is encapsulated by this short interview, (as well as the other short videos listed in this 
newsletter). Whether it is Steve in Bathurst, Peter McVerry SJ in Ireland, Sr Caroline El Rai in Lebanon, or Greg 
Boyle SJ in the US; all tell the same story ς and that story can be summed up this way: they tell the story about one 
human being loving other human beings who are struggling in some way.   
 
The truth is, when we are close to those who are suffering in any way, their vulnerability evokes love and 
compassion in us, however, as Steve Sinn points out in his interview, very few of us have the generosity to just 
decide to be loving. By positioning ourselves in situations with people who are not like us, who are not in our circles 
of success and secuǊƛǘȅΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŘǊŀǿƴ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŜƳǇŀǘƘȅΣ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎΣ άƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ƳŜ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΣ ǿŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊέΤ ŀƴŘΣ I ōŜŎƻƳŜ άŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŘŜŜǇ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ L ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ΧέΦ όCǊ {ǘŜǾŜύΦ  
 
What emerges from all the resources/stories contained in this edition is a profound hope. Because when human 
beings choose to love those who are rejected or marginalised in any way, it engenders an unexplainable hope ς 
and that hope is a resurrection hope. I leave the last word to Pope Francis, who articulates this resurrection hope 
beautifully in Evangelii Gaudium: 
 

/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΤ ƛǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǇŜǊƳŜŀǘŜŘ 
this world. Where all seems to be dead, signs of the resurrection suddenly spring up. It is an 
irresistible force. Often it seems that God does not exist: all around us we see persistent injustice, 
evil, indifference and cruelty. But it is also true that in the midst of darkness something new 
always springs to life and sooner or later produces fruit. On razed land life breaks through, 
stubbornly yet invincibly. However dark things are, goodness always re-emerges and spreads. 
Each day in our world beauty is born anew, it rises transformed through the storms of history. 
Values always tend to reappear under new guises, and human beings have arisen time after time 
from situations that seemed doomed. Such is the power of the resurrection, and all who  
evangelize are instruments of that power. (Evangelii Gaudium, 276) 
 

Pedro Arrupe SJ: His writings, his 
inspiration  
 

Promotion of Justice and Education for Justice 
https://arrupe.jesuitgeneral.org/en/testimonials-

2?view=archivo&id=8 

 

ñFirst and most important is what the Synod document 
ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎΥ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ 
cannot be separated. For love implies an absolute 
demand for justice, that is, recognition of the dignity 
ŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜϥǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΦέ Iƻǿ ƛǎ ƛǘ possible to love 
and to be unjust toward the person loved? Removing 
justice from love is to destroy its very essence. There 
is no such thing as love which fails to consider and 

ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭl that that implies. The second point 
ŀǎǎǳƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘΥ άWǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀǘǘŀƛƴǎ ƛǘǎ ƛƴǘǊƛƴǎƛŎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƴŜǎǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜΦέ 9ǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

https://cac.org/daily-meditations/aligning-ourselves-with-gods-heart-2022-10-18/
https://cac.org/daily-meditations/aligning-ourselves-with-gods-heart-2022-10-18/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzEwx6vKPDI
https://arrupe.jesuitgeneral.org/en/testimonials-2?view=archivo&id=8
https://arrupe.jesuitgeneral.org/en/testimonials-2?view=archivo&id=8
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ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ όάƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳέύΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀŦŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƻǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƘǳƳŀƴ beings, 
ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΣ ƛǎ ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜƭȅ ƭƻǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜ {ȅƴƻŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎΥ ά{ƛƴŎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ 
image of the invisible God and a sibling of Christ, Christians find God himself in every person and therefore 
recognize God's absolǳǘŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜΦέ {ŀƛƴǘ tŀǳƭ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΥ άtŀȅ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŘǳŜ 
themτtaxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to whom revenue is due, respect to whom respect is due, honor to 
whom honor is due. Owe no one anything except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿΦ Χ !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳƳƳŜŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊŘΣ Ψ[ƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦΩ Χ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ 
ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿΦέ  
 

We have still one more step to take in this process of 
identification. It is impossible to conceive of Christian 
love that does not begin with justice and include justice 
as a constitutive element, but we cannot talk sensibly 
about Christian justice either if it is not crowned with 
love. Indeed, there is still more to be said because we 
are not talking just about human love but about love 
infused in us by God: no one can be just without loving 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƛŦǘ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ ά¢ƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΣέ CŀǘƘŜǊ !ƭŦŀǊƻ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎΣ άŎŀǊǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ 
Testament demands regarding justice to the most 
profound human level, to the most radical interior 
dimensions of love; only sincere love of neighbor can 
give us the strength we need to make justice effective 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ Wǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ƭƻǾe 
God unless we love our neighbor, so also we never know 
whether we love our neighbor unless we do so with a 

love that has justice as its first fruit. I would even dare to say that the most difficult step for us to take is that step 
from love to justice; it is the step that is least prone to self-delusion, and it most clearly reveals whether our 
religious attitude is a charade or not. Clearly, we are talking about justice as revealed to us in the Word of God. 
We understand it in the light provided by the scriptures and actively catalyzed by the signs of the times. This justice 
ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƛǎǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ άŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΦέ wŀǘƘŜǊΣ ƛǘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘǎΣ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΣ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ ŜƴŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
respect for all men and women, such that they are never used as instruments for the profit of others. Second, this 
justice demands a determined effort never to take advantage of or be cajoled into situations and mechanisms of 
privilege (which are correspondingly mechanisms of oppression); even by passively tolerating such situations, we 
ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƛƴƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǎƛƭŜƴǘƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΦ ¢ƘƛǊŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ 
justice requires us to mount a counter-offensive, that is, we must resolve to dismantle the unjust structures by 
taking the side of the weak, the oppressed, and the marginalized. Those who practice this dynamic and this 
liberating type of justice will seek above all to eliminate injustice from their own lives.  
 
Such justice has nothing in common with the vindictive hatefulness of those who feel oppressed or those who are 
simply reacting against their oppression. The persons who practice this liberating justice will gain nothing by it in 
this life because they will have to forego many of the fruits of the unjust structures. Moreover, their active 
solidarity with the weak will bring on them the persecution of the powerful, as was the case with Christ and the 
prophets. It is clear that no one can make this commitment unless impelled and sustained by love for other human 
beings and by love (sometimes anonymous) for God. Love is at the root of true justice, and love is also its crown 
and the seal of its authenticity. We can express all this in still another way: justice is the modality necessarily 
adopted by authentic love in a world lacerated by personal and structural injustices. In this kind of world, love 
takes the form of an option for the marginalized and the oppressed because that is the only way to love all human 
beings, and that is the only way to liberate the oppressed from oppression and the oppressors from the misery of 
ōŜƛƴƎ ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎƻǊǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
personal self-ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΦέ 
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What i s the Arrupe® Program?  
 

Please refer to our website for a full overview and description of the Arrupe Program. 
You will find there a program overview, the formation process, selection criteria and application process. If you 
wish to contact us, please email Elisa Cugliari at ea@jcs.edu.au. 

Do you feel called to the Arrupe Progra m? 
 

The 2023 enrolments for the Arrupe Program are now open. This program forms Spiritual 
Directors and Givers of the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises.  

 

We welcome you to join us for our next Arrupe Program information night to be held 
Wednesday, November 30, 7.30pm ς 8.30pm (AEDT).  

 
Should you wish to join us for our information session on November 30, please contact Elisa Cugliari at 
ea@jcs.edu.au  

Podcasts of the Month  
 

Again, narrowing down the options available was a challenge. What I decided to do was choose a broad 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳƭŀǊΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǎŜŎǳƭŀǊΩ 
podcasts are largely in sync with the Catholic/Christian perspective on justice. All different, but all rich and 
enlightening.  

The Gloria Purvis Podcast: An honest look at slavery 
in the Christian tradition 
 
This 38-minute podcast provides a lot of food for 
thought about our past. Gloria interviews Chris 
Kellerman, SJ, about his new book, All Oppression Shall 
Cease: A History of Slavery, Abolitionism and The 
Catholic Church. Chris brings a deep knowledge of 
history and a faith that wrestles deeply with the 
horrors of slavery. I think you will be surprised and 
somewhat horrified by some of the revelations about 
some of the revered figures of our past. But ultimately, 
his message is positive and encouraging. 

Truth telling is a doorway to freedom. 
 

An honest look at slavery in the Christian tradition 

 
Fr Greg Boyle SJ: The Answer to Every Question is 
Compassion 
 
Father Greg Boyle is a Jesuit priest and the founder of 
Homeboy Industries, a Los Angeles-based non-profit 
devoted to intervention, social reintegration, and job 
training for former gang members. My own introduction 
to Greg Boyle was through one of his book, Tattoos on the 
Heart, which I would highly recommend. 

 
In this episode of Insights at the Edge, Father Greg and Tami Simon discuss the work of Homeboy Industries and 
what it takes to move from a culture of violence to one of open tenderness. Greg describes the path that brought 

http://jcs.edu.au/
mailto:ea@jcs.edu.au
mailto:ea@jcs.edu.au
https://orbisbooks.com/products/all-opression-shall-cease-a-history-of-slavery-abolitionism-and-the-catholic-church
https://orbisbooks.com/products/all-opression-shall-cease-a-history-of-slavery-abolitionism-and-the-catholic-church
https://orbisbooks.com/products/all-opression-shall-cease-a-history-of-slavery-abolitionism-and-the-catholic-church
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2022/11/01/catholic-church-slavery-244068?utm_source=piano&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2928&pnespid=v711Gj9CO.5H0.bRqWimAp_DvB2jCZZ0d.Gy2LU1pBlmBLKdH_75nno02QhfxUS2uMd_jizi
https://www.bookdepository.com/Tattoos-on-Heart-Fr-Gregory-Boyle/9781439153154?ref=grid-view&qid=1667367239376&sr=1-1
https://www.bookdepository.com/Tattoos-on-Heart-Fr-Gregory-Boyle/9781439153154?ref=grid-view&qid=1667367239376&sr=1-1
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him to working with gang membersτspecifically his experiences in Bolivia, where his experiences with the poor 
brought to life the teachings of the Gospels. Greg talks ŀōƻǳǘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴŜǘǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ 
offer love no matter the situation. Finally, he talks about the judgments many have of gang members and other 
ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜƪ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ άǎǘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀǿŜ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴ 
ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƛǘΦέ 

 

https://www.resources.soundstrue.com/podcast/father-greg-boyle-the-answer-to-every-question-is-
compassion/ 
 

 
Van Jones: Breaking Out of Our Resistance Bubble  
 
Van Jones is a New York Times bestselling author, public 
speaker, and host of The Van Jones Show on CNN. This is an 
inspiring appeal to learn on being open to people with 
opposing ideas in order to break down barriers. In this in-
depth interview, Tami Simon speaks with Van about the 
necessary meeting between spiritual practice and social 
activism. They discuss the currently fraught political climate 
ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

respective bubbles to engage with people with diverse views. At the same time, Van emphasises the need to 
combat rising hate and why we all need to stay true to what we value most in life.  

 
https://www.resources.soundstrue.com/podcast/van-jones-breaking-out-of-our-resistance-bubble/ 
 

 
Human Rights as an investment in the Future 
 
The thrust of this episode of Big Ideas is that by advancing 
human rights we are investing in society's future, and 
therefore human rights should be at the centre of public 
policy making. 
Monash University Professors Michael Mintrom and Paula 
Gerber say we need to consider the societal benefits ς and 
financial rewards ς of policies that support human rights. 
Michael Mintrom is Professor of Public Policy, Monash 
University; author, Advancing Human Rights, and Paula 
Gerber is Professor of Human Rights Law, Monash University. 
 

https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bigideas/human-rights-as-an-investment-in-the-
future/14032600 

 

 
Can we reinvent a politics of virtue and the common 
good? 
 
Is it possible to create a politics where all parties have a 
commitment to the common good? Two interesting 
philosophies to have emerged in the past decade τ 
mostly in Britain, but with a growing following in Australia 
τ are Blue Labour and Red Tory. 

https://www.resources.soundstrue.com/podcast/father-greg-boyle-the-answer-to-every-question-is-compassion/
https://www.resources.soundstrue.com/podcast/father-greg-boyle-the-answer-to-every-question-is-compassion/
https://www.resources.soundstrue.com/podcast/van-jones-breaking-out-of-our-resistance-bubble/
https://publishing.monash.edu/product/advancing-human-rights/
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bigideas/human-rights-as-an-investment-in-the-future/14032600
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/bigideas/human-rights-as-an-investment-in-the-future/14032600
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Two very eloquent advocates for a new and better way are Dr Kate Harrison Brennan, who was an adviser to Prime 
Minister Julia Gillard and is now head of policy at the Paul Ramsay Foundation, and barrister and writer Graham 
(Gray) Connolly. 

https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/religionandethicsreport/can-we-reinvent-a-
politics-of-virtue-and-the-common-good/13846430 

 

Fr Richard Rohr on Pope Francis, original sin ŀƴŘ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ Χ 

 

Many of you will have read the announcement that, due to ill health, 
Richard Rohr OFM is retiring from his reloes as Dean of the Center 
for Action and Contemplation. We honour the critical contribution 
he has made to the universal church through his writings and his 
talks. He is, without question, a giant of contemporary spirituality. In 
this wide-ranging interview Fr Richard talks about Pope Francis and 
how we might rethink our perspective on original sin as well as a 
range of other issues. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2021/02/19/richard-rohr-universal-christ-lent-240071 

Poem of the Month  
 

 {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ {ǇŜƴŘŜǊΩǎ The Truly Great is a very beautiful poem. It is also a fitting poem for this edition of our 
newsletter as it celebrates the truly great people who have lived, and who now live on this earth. Truly great 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ; what they do is live to the very best of their abilities the call to 
ōŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊǳŜ ǎŜƭǾŜǎΤ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ΨƻǿƴΩ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ Ŝyes and in so choosing, they recognise 
the intrinsic worth of every other person in this planet as well as all created reality. That is the foundation of all 
justice, it is also the foundation of genuine love.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://au.linkedin.com/in/kateharrisonbrennan
https://ebc44.com/home/barristers/connolly-graham/
https://ebc44.com/home/barristers/connolly-graham/
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/religionandethicsreport/can-we-reinvent-a-politics-of-virtue-and-the-common-good/13846430
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/religionandethicsreport/can-we-reinvent-a-politics-of-virtue-and-the-common-good/13846430
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2021/02/19/richard-rohr-universal-christ-lent-240071
https://www.poemhunter.com/poem/the-truly-great/
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The Truly Great 
By Stephen Spender 
 
I think continually of those who were truly great. 
Who, from the womb, remembered the soul's history 
Through corridors of light, where the hours are suns, 
Endless and singing. Whose lovely ambition 
Was that their lips, still touched with fire, 
Should tell of the Spirit, clothed from head to foot in song. 
And who hoarded from the Spring branches 
The desires falling across their bodies like blossoms. 
 
What is precious, is never to forget 
The essential delight of the blood drawn from ageless springs 
Breaking through rocks in worlds before our earth. 
Never to deny its pleasure in the morning simple light 
Nor its grave evening demand for love. 
Never to allow gradually the traffic to smother 
With noise and fog, the flowering of the spirit. 
 
Near the snow, near the sun, in the highest fields, 
See how these names are fêted by the waving grass 
And by the streamers of white cloud 
And whispers of wind in the listening sky. 
The names of those who in their lives fought for life, 
Who wore at their hearts the fire's centre. 
Born of the sun, they travelled a short while toward the sun 
And left the vivid air signed with their honour. 
 

Short videos on how Ignatian Spirituality leads to work for justice  
ά!ǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭΣ if you only view one video from this collection, I would personally 
ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ CǊ {ǘŜǾŜ {ƛƴƴ {W ƛƴ ŀ Ψ/ǳǇǇŀ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ WŜǎǳƛǘΩ (By the way, these Cuppa with a Jesuit 
videos are a wonderful initiative and really showcase the variety and richness of the many ΨǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
vocation to be a Jesuit!). But all the other short videos are powerful as well! They are all short, but they 
demonstrate the intimate and inextricable link ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ LƎƴŀǘƛŀƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΦέ 
 

 

Cuppa with a Jesuit ς Fr Steve Sinn SJ in Bathurst 
 
Fr Steve Sinn SJ speaks of his sense of identity always being in relationship with others 
- Jesus, the poor, his brother Jesuits, family - in this reflection on vocation and 
ministry. ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ΨǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛǎŜŘΩ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ 
and some of that discourse casts them almost as some other species! What shines 
through in this encounter is the depth to which Fr Steve understands and feels the 
humanity of those with whom he shares his life. He is not above or below, he is with .  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzEwx6vKPDI 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzEwx6vKPDI
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Ignatian Solidarity Network: Fr Greg Boyle, SJ Homeboy Industries 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻŘŎŀǎǘ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ 
this 30-minute talk. One of his beautiful gifts is his ability to make you laugh and 
ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜέΦ 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7YDUrRcwj0s 
 

 

"Dreaming in a 
Destroyed Country" 
Sr Caroline El Rai 
(Lebanon) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pq87VtecRIQ 
 
A glimpse into life in Lebanon through the eyes of a Sister Caroline El Rai who is on a 
mission to bring hope in ravaged Lebanon.  
 

 

Fr Peter McVerry Trust 
(Dublin, Ireland)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bgPpwb2Clx4 
 
Peter McVerry SJ has been working with vulnerable young people in Dublin, Ireland, 
for the last 40 years. During this time, he has campaigned tirelessly for their rights. 
As a social activist, Peter is a strong advocate for those who have no voice in society. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7YDUrRcwj0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pq87VtecRIQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bgPpwb2Clx4
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Why is social justice 
important? with Helen 
Forde (Jesuit Mission) 

 
Why is social justice so 
important and why should 
we care about it? Helen 
Forde, CEO of Jesuit 
Mission Australia answers 
these questions as she 
invites us to take up the 
cause of social justice in 
our lives. 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ks5d8Sic8s0 
 

 

It's the 45th Anniversary of 
Jesuit Social Services 
 
Jesuit Social Services is a 
social change organisation 
working to build a just 
society where all people 
can live to their full 
potential.  
 

 
Below is a message from 
the Julie Edwards ς CEO, 
Jesuit Social Services.  This year marks 45 years since Jesuit Social Services began.   
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8dil4m6ikQ 
 
Will you support us today with a 45th Anniversary gift? Please do so here: 
jss.org.au/donate 
 

 

 

See for example, one of 
their programs for the 
Prevention of Family 
Violence: The Men's Project 
| Jesuit Social Services 
 
Matt Tyler is the Executive 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ aŜƴΩǎ 
Project at Jesuit Social 
Services.  Learn about the 
aŜƴΩǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊŜǾention of family violence program, which works with 
role models ς youth workers, educators, and sports coaches ς to positively influence 
the attitudes and behaviours of men and boys. The program challenges stereotypical 
constructions of masculinity ς a key ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ƻŦ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǿƻƳŜƴΦ 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSO2mN4RVnI 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ks5d8Sic8s0
https://jss.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8dil4m6ikQ
https://jss.org.au/donate/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSO2mN4RVnI
https://jss.org.au/what-we-do/the-mens-project/
https://jss.org.au/
https://jesuitmission.org.au/

